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141 killed in south Libya 
airbase attack
Tripoli 

An attack on an airbase in 
south Libya has killed 

141 people, mostly soldiers 
loyal to military strongman 
Khalifa Haftar, a spokesman 
for his forces said yesterday. 
Members of the Third 
Force militia loyal to the 
UN-backed Government of 
National Accord in Tripoli 
on Thursday attacked the 
base used by Haftar’s LNA, 
military sources said.
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HM King 
leaves for 
Saudi today

DT News Network
Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa will leave 

for Saudi Arabia today to attend 
the 17th Advisory Summit of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) leaders, the Royal Court 
said, adding HM will chair the 
Summit.

HM the King will head 
Bahrain’s delegation to the 
GCC-US summit and to the 
Arab-Islamic-US summit in 
response to an invitation from 
the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud, the court 

added.
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Washington

As US President Donald 
Trump began his visit 

to Saudi Arabia today, 
Washington and Riyadh have 
issued their first “joint terrorist 
designation” -- blacklisting a 
Hezbollah leader. Hashem 
Safieddine was described by 
US officials as a key member 
of the executive council of 
Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed 
Lebanese armed movement 
which Washington has 
branded a “foreign terrorist 
organization.”“Saudi joined the 
United States in designating 
Hashem Safieddine,” State 
Department said in a statement. 
“As a result, any of his assets in 
Saudi are frozen, and transfers 
through the Kingdom’s 
financial sector, are prohibited.” 
The department’s Bureau of 
Counterterrorism tweeted 
that this marked the “first-
ever” State Department and 
foreign nation “joint terrorist 
designation”, underlining the 
close cooperation between U 
and Saudi officials.        - AFP
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Filming traffic accidents may land you 
in jail, if MPs endorse a new law that 

criminalises publicising accidents and 
harming others’ privacy.

The House of Representatives will 
view and discuss a report prepared by its 
Foreign Affairs, Defence and National 
Security Committee on the matter.

The committee had last year received 
a proposal from MP Mohammed Al 
Maarifi, suggesting subjecting those who 
film and publicise traffic accidents to 
fines and imprisonment.

The committee endorsed the proposal 
after excluding the people involved 
in the accident and accredited media 
personnel.

“The proposal aims at amending the 
existing traffic law to curb crowding at 

accidents’ sites with the aim to 
film them and share the footage 

online, without taking others’ privacy 
into consideration. Such phenomena 
have negative effects on the society, 
as individuals’ pictures are circulated 
against their will and without knowing 
about it,” committee members explained 
in its report, adding that “the amendment 
would also curb the disruption of traffic 
caused by crowding”.

After reviewing it with several 
authorities such as Interior Ministry 
and the National Institute for Human 
Rights, the committee endorsed the 
proposal, introducing punishments 
of “imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding six months and a fine not less 
than BD50 and not exceeding BD500 
or one of these penalties for individuals 
who film and publicise traffic accidents 
through any electronic or other means”.

Justifying the proposal, Al Maarifi 
had earlier stated, “We’ve reached 

an advanced yet dangerous era of 
communication technologies. 
People nowadays see pictures of 
their loved ones’ injured o r 
dead even before they 
could be informed about 
it by the concerned 
official authorities, who 
are trained on how to 
deliver such news. On top 
of that, they hinder the 
flow of traffic and halt the 
concerned authorities’ work 
to save the lives of the victims 
involved in the accident. To 
combat this alien phenomenon, 
we must criminalise such acts 
by amending the existing laws.”

The House will review, 
discuss and vote on the 
committee’s report on Tuesday 
so it could be referred to Shura 
Council and the Government 
for further approval.

Law to penalise

Once the proposal is 
approved, people crowding 
at accidents’ sites to take 
pictures will be penalised
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Stockholm

Swedish prosecutors 
yesterday dropped a 

seven-year rape investigation 
targeting Julian Assange, a 
legal victory for the WikiLeaks 
founder who has been holed 
up in the Ecuadoran embassy 
in London since 2012.

But British police said they 
would still arrest Assange if 
he tried to leave the embassy, 
saying he had breached the 
terms of his bail by refusing to 
turn himself in when an arrest 
warrant was issued in 2012.

Marianne Ny, Sweden’s 
director of public prosecution, 
said in a statement that 
the rape investigation was 
dropped because “there is 
no reason to believe that the 
decision to surrender him to 
Sweden can be executed in 
the foreseeable future.” 

Assange, for his part, said he 
would “not forgive or forget” 
the prosecutors’ attempts to 
have him extradited, which he 
avoided by remaining in the 
Ecuadoran embassy.

“Detained for seven years 
without charge by [sic] while 
my children grew up and my 
name was slandered. I do not 
forgive or forget,” he said on 
Twitter.

‘Abuse of procedure’
Assange’s accuser called 
the prosecutors’ decision a 
“scandal”, her lawyer said.

“It is a scandal that a 
suspected rapist can escape 
justice and thereby avoid the 
courts,” the lawyer, Elisabeth 
Fritz, said in an email.

“My client is shocked and 
no decision to (end the case) 
can make her change that 
Assange exposed her to rape,” 

she said. The accusation 
against Assange dates from 
August 2010 when the alleged 
victim, who says she met him 
at a WikiLeaks conference in 
Stockholm a few days earlier, 
filed a complaint. 

She accused him of having 
sex with her -- as she slept 
-- without using a condom 
despite repeatedly having 
denied him unprotected sex. 

The 45-year-old Australian 
has always denied the 
allegations, which he feared 
would lead to him being 
extradited to the US and 
facing trial over the leak of 
hundreds of thousands of 
secret American military and 
diplomatic documents.

In November, Swedish 

prosecutor Ingrid Isgren 
was present during 
Assange’s questioning at the 
Ecuadorian embassy as she 
posed questions through an 
Ecuadorian prosecutor. 

Swedish prosecutors 
received a translation of the 
interrogation four months 
later, but “all materials were 
translated into Spanish then 
into English then back into 
Spanish then into Swedish,” 
Ny said, making it difficult 
for the investigation to move 
forward.

The statute of limitations 
on the rape allegation 
expires in August 2020, and 
prosecutors could reopen 
the case if Assange returns 
to Sweden before then. (AFP)

Ecuador demands ‘safe passage’
Quito

Ecuador urged Britain 
yesterday to “grant 

safe passage” out of the 
country to WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange 
after Sweden dropped a 
warrant that drove him to 
take refuge in Ecuador’s 
London embassy.

“The European Arrest 
Warrant no longer 
holds. The UK must now 
grant safe passage to Mr 
Julian Assange,” minister 

Guillaume Long wrote on 
Twitter.

Swedish prosecutors 
earlier announced they had 
dropped their rape probe 
against Assange, 45.

Despite that, British 
police said they would still 
arrest Assange if he tried to 
leave the embassy.

They said he had 
breached the terms of his 
bail by refusing to turn 
himself in when an arrest 
warrant was issued in 2012.

Swedish 
prosecutors 
drop rape 
probe against 
Assange

A police-car is parked 
opposite the Embassy 
of Ecuador in London

Wikileaks founder Julian Assange 
speaks on the balcony of the Embassy 

of Ecuador in London
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Traffic violations have 
declined 75 per cent in the 

past two months, according to 
Interior Minister Lieutenant 
General Shaikh Rashid bin 
Abdullah Al Khalifa.

Chairing the Traffic 
Council meeting yesterday, 
the minister asserted the 
importance of promoting 
traffic safety for all road users. 
Traffic accidents have also 
seen considerable decline, he 
said.

The meeting approved 
the speed limits of main 
and sub-roads to meet the 
requirements of traffic flow 
and safety, in a way to reduce 
traffic violations and ensure 
law enforcement. 

The meeting was attended 
by council members Education 
Minister Dr. Majid Al Nuaimi, 

Works, Municipalities 
Affairs and Urban Planning 
Minister Essam Khalaf 

and Transportation and 
Telecommunications Minister 
Kamal Ahmed. 

Shaikh Rashid expressed 
thanks and appreciation to the 
council’s members for their 

efforts to meet traffic safety, 
highlighting the importance 
of readiness to control traffic 

flow and fast steps to deal with 
traffic jams and accidents in 
accordance with the law.

Interior Minister Lt. General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa chairing the Traffic Council meeting

Traffic violations declined by 
75 per cent: Interior Minister
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Medical error 
deaths see rise

With the holy month of Ramadan starting next week, 
all necessary arrangements are being made by the 

government, traders and commercial establishments to 
provide all utilities, goods and food that are required during 
Ramadan.

The main concern of people during Ramadan is getting 
ample food. Thus, people from all socioeconomic groups 
resort to buy more food items than they require or usually 
buy putting a great strain on additional import. The country 
is generating huge quantities of food waste which increases 
during the month of Ramadan and festivals whereby the 
consumption and wastage of food increase at an alarming 
level. As per estimates, around 15-20% of all food purchased 
becomes rot and find its way to the garbage bin before even 
being used or consumed. 

It is estimated that over 300 tons per day of organic food 
waste is being generated as domestic waste in the country 
which constitutes around 11% of the total municipal waste. 
The food waste is being discarded along with other domestic 
waste and is being collected by the local private contractors, 
which is transported and disposed at the Asker municipal 
landfill site located some 25 km away from the city center in 
a quarry area. 

The record shows that only during the holy month of 
Ramadan, the demand of beef, mutton, chicken and related 
meat products increase to around 50% of the normal demand, 
which in itself is very high. Similar is the fate of other related 
food items like vegetables, fruits and dairy products which are 
out of shelves quickly in the super markets and cold stores 
during special religious occasions. 

The enormous food waste generation can be witnessed at 
all socio economic levels. It is environmentally and morally 
considered offensive that as a society we have become so 
casual about the basic raw materials of life. Over the period 
of years, the society and people have become more wasteful 
due to rise in income, living standards and affordability. But 
affording does not mean that wastage should increase. 

During Ramadan, people tend to buy more than their 
normal requirements for self consumption and for taking care 
of guests. Due to the limited quantity of food to be consumed 
by people, this additional quantity of cooked food becomes 
waste as ‘Fatoor’ is not usually eaten as midnight snacks or as 
‘Sahoor’ the other day. The demand for fresh food increase as 
majority of people are willing to spend an extra amount for 
the better quality and more quantity of food items.

We need to change our attitude of not laying the table with 
more food than people can eat. This is not to be considered 
as hospitality. Furthermore, it should not be the reason that 
people buy more to avoid another trip to the super market.

We need to develop better food habits and do food 
management while respecting for the Mother Nature 
especially during the holy month of Ramadan. The problem 
of food waste lies in social and cultural solution:

- Buying meat, bread, fruits and vegetables as required by 
users in actual quantities. 

- Making a shopping list first before going to the market 
will be more useful to avoid buying items in bargains/
promotions.

- Buying items with a longer expiry dates for ease in using 
it during that period.

- Daily checking the food items in our fridge/ deep freezer 
and in fruit basket regarding items that may get rot/ expired. 
Utilizing it or giving it before it becomes waste.

- Inculcating good food utilizing and storage habits.
- We need to follow our elders in “buying less and eating 

leftover food” which is becoming ‘out of fashion’ and ‘out of 
date’ due to our ‘modern day habits’.

Head of Waste Disposal Unit, Supreme Council for 
Environment, Bahrain. (Email: rahmed@sce.gov.bh) 

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

Don’t Waste Food in 
Ramadan!

DT News Network 
news@dt.bh
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As many as 63 deaths 
caused by medical errors 

were reported in 2016, an 
increase of 59 per cent (26 
cases more) as compared to 
the previous year.

The data was unveiled at 
a meeting of parliamentary 
committee formed specifically 
to investigate the quality of 
medical services at public and 
private medical centres in the 
Kingdom.

“At its meeting on 
Thursday, the committee 
submitted six questions to 
Health Ministry officials about 
medical errors, its causes and 
reports of the Medical Audit 
Bureau. The committee also 
inquired about the 37 deaths in 
2015, of which 14 occurred at 
Salmaniya Medical Complex, 
in addition to the increase of 
these incidents to 63 cases 
in 2016 and the solutions 
developed by the ministry 
about the incidents that occur 
during the switch between 

medical and technical staff 
after the end of the work,” said 
Committee member Fatima 
Al Asfoor.

Al Asfoor also said 
that committee members 
discussed with the officials the 
recommendations of internal 
audit and follow-up on them, 
as well as the commitment of 
the management of Salmaniya 

Medical Complex to them.
She noted that the members 

asked the health officials about 
the ministry’s plan to develop 
Salmaniya Medical Complex, 
increasing the number of 
beds in it and discussed the 
evaluation of health services 
provided to citizens and 
residents.

Headed by Mohammed 

Al Maarifi, the committee 
consists of MPs Jalal Kadhim, 
Mohsin Al Bakri, Osama Al 
Khaja, Theyab Al Nuaimi and 
Al Asfoor.

It was formed by the 
beginning of this year 
to investigate medical 
negligence claims and to 
hold the responsible parties 
accountable.

The parliamentary committee meeting held on quality of medical services at hospitals

Bahraini appointed Professor at Mangalore  University
DT News Network
Manama

Mangalore University 
has appointed Fatima 

Al Mansoori as Adjunct 
Professor at the Department 
of Human Consciousness 
and Yogic Sciences. Fatima, a 
former student of Mangalore 
University, will join the faculty 
next semester.

A Bahraini yoga therapy 
specialist and a lifestyle coach, 
Al Mansoori is regarded 
as a leading wellbeing 
influencer. She has received 
more than 40 awards for her 
contributions and community 
engagement and corporate 
social responsibility activities. 
Recipient of Honorary 
Champion for Peace 
Membership from the World 
Connection of Champions 
of Peace, she has won several 
other awards and certificates 
of appreciation from global 
organizations, ministries, 
universities and institutes.

She has designed a treatment 
protocol and was able to guide 
hundreds of patients to adopt 
a healthy lifestyle resulting in 
finding relief from chronic 
conditions and improving 
quality of life since she 
began her journey in 2011, 

leading to her appointment 
at the BDF Hospital (Bahrain 
Defence Force Royal Medical 
Services) in 2014. Yoga was 
one of the most important 
subjects of study in the ancient 
schools of learning in India. 
But opportunity to study this 
ancient science was lacking 
as there was no modern 
university which teaches this 
science to study. In the present 
day life, which is associated 
with stress and strain causing 
a number of psychosomatic 
diseases, yogic science 
occupies a special significance.

Several  hundred 
traditionally trained teachers 

serve the population around 
the world.  Unfortunately, 
among them many fake yogis 
through improper methods 
have brought disrepute to 
this ancient science.  At this 
juncture it is necessary to 
evolve good yoga teachers, 
providing yoga therapy 
and conducting research 
to develop Yogic science. 
Realizing the fact, Mangalore 
University started the 
“Dharmanidhi Yoga Peetha” 
in 1983 to establish three-fold 
activities in the field of Yoga; 
namely, teaching, therapy and 
research. 

Mangalore University 

started M.Sc Yogic 
Science programme under 
Dharmanidhi Yoga Peetha on 
December 3, 1998, for the first 
time in the country with an 
objective to train the young 
students in this important 
area. The course was later 
approved by the UGC with 
retrospective effect. 

The Department of Human 
Consciousness and Yogic 
Sciences offers two years 
master degree course in 
Yogic Sciences, a full-fledged 
teaching and research centre 
to provide opportunity to 
scholars to work in this area of 
nation’s rich heritage. 

Fatima Al Mansoori during a global conference on yoga theraphy (File photo)
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The approval of MPs 
must be obtained ahead 

of the implementation of 
Value Added Tax (VAT) 
in the Kingdom, Finance 
Minister Shaikh Ahmed bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa has 
said.

In his reply to MP Isa Al 
Kooheji’s queries about the 
details of unified GCC VAT 
agreement and the GCC’s 
unified agreement on selective 
taxation, the minister assured 
that the new tax will be 
reviewed with both the House 
of Representatives and Shura 
Council.

“The agreement signed 
with fellow GCC states 
contains general frameworks 
and basic principles of the 
tax system, while leaving 
each country free to design 

the appropriate tax system 
in the domestic sectors,” the 
minister mentioned in his 
reply, adding that “it should 
not affect intra-GCC trade”.

He also stressed in his reply 
that “Finance Ministry is 
keen to ensure that all steps 
and measures are taken to 
adopt domestic law and value 

added tax policy, including 
collection and the source 
thereof, are among the best  
practices.

“Presenting it to the 

Legislative Authority on 
the constitutional and legal 
aspects is among these 
arrangements,” he the 
minister added.

As reported earlier, Shaikh 
Ahmed signed the agreement 
last February. 

He affirmed in a statement 
issued then that “the Kingdom 
of Bahrain will apply the 
conventions of the agreement 
after the completion of all 
the constitutional and legal 
procedures, and after the 
issuance of the necessary 
legislation by the Legislative 
Authority”.

He also said that the 
GCC unified VAT and the 
GCC’s unified agreements 
on selective taxation are not 
income taxes and that they 
will be applied to goods 
and services at a rate of five 
percent, and will not include 
basic food items, medicines 
and medical supplies”.

The minister’s replies will 
be discussed before the House 
of Representatives during its 
upcoming regular meeting on 
Tuesday.
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MPs’ approval needed to 
implement VAT: Minister

Isal Al Kooheji Shaikh Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa

Two schools attacked
in Diraz, Karzakkan

DT News Network 
news@dt.bh

Manama

Education Ministry yesterday 
announced that two schools were 

recently attacked by “terrorists” in 
Karzakkan and Diraz villages in the 
Northern Governorate.

Public Relations and Information 
Directorate at the ministry explained 
in a press statement issued here 
yesterday that Karzakkan Elementary 
Boys’ School was attacked by Molotov 
cocktails, damaging the school wall 
and the space allocated for agricultural 
activities.

The directorate also revealed a 
group of masked men broke into Diraz 
Intermediate Boys’ School campus. 
However, they escaped the spot once 
seen by the school guard, before they 
can cause any damage or steal any of 
the school belongings.

The directorate pointed out that 
“the ministry informed the competent 
security authorities about the two 
incidents so they can take the necessary 
action”.

It expressed its strong condemnation 
of the continuation of these “disgraceful 
acts” aimed at preventing students 
from obtaining their inherent right of 
education, contrary to the principles of 
the Islamic religion and all international 
conventions and humanitarian norms.

Traces of the attacks on Karzakkan Elementary 
Boys School
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Tensions
over US strike eclipse Syria talks

Geneva

Syria’s warring sides entered 
a final day of UN-backed 

talks yesterday with little sign 
of progress towards ending the 
conflict and with negotiations 
overshadowed by swelling 
tensions on the ground.

The sixth round of talks in 
Geneva was the latest effort 
to bring a political solution to 
the war, which has displaced 
millions and claimed more 
than 320,000 lives since 2011. 

But the sluggish negotiations 
have been eclipsed by US 
accusations of new regime 
atrocities at a prison and the 
bombing of a pro-government 
convoy by US-led coalition 
warplanes.  

The international alliance -- 
which usually strikes jihadists 

-- for the first time hit regime-
allied forces as they headed 
toward a remote coalition 
garrison  near the southern 
border with Jordan, US officials 
said Thursday. 

The strike was sharply 
condemned by Syria’s 
government. 

Speaking to journalists 
after his final meeting with 
UN special envoy Staffan 
de Mistura in Geneva, 
government-delegation chief 
Bashar al-Jaafari slammed 
the “massacre caused by the 
American aggression on our 
country yesterday.” 

The opposition High 
Negotiations Committee 
(HNC) spokesman Yehya 
al-Aridi meanwhile welcomed 
the strike, hailing “robust 

action against the foreign 
forces who have turned Syria 
into a killing field.”

The US-led coalition 
bombing the Islamic State 
group in Syria and Iraq said it 
had struck pro-regime forces 
in southern Syria “that posed 
a threat to US and partner 
forces.”

Syrian state media gave no 
precise toll in the attack, but 
the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, a Britain-based 
monitor, reported eight killed, 
“most of them non-Syrian.”

The current round of talks, 
which opened Tuesday, were 
expected to cover four separate 
topics: the constitution, 
governance, elections, and 
combatting “terrorism,” but 
Jaafari said none of the subjects 

had been discussed. 
Instead, the sole tangible 

product has been an agreement 
to set up technical committees 
to discuss constitutional issues 
with the United Nations.

“This is the only result from 
this round,” Jaafari said. 

The HNC was expected at 
the UN Friday afternoon for 
its last session with de Mistura.

The umbrella group has 
struggled with deep divisions, 
which came to the fore late 
Thursday when several rebel 
groups suspended their 
participation in the delegation, 
citing dissatisfaction with its 
negotiation strategy. 

But by morning, the HNC 
said its delegation would be 
taking part in the meeting with 
the UN envoy “in full”. (AFP)

Dutch MPs oppose headscarf proposal
The Hagu

Dutch lawmakers have 
voiced opposition to a 

proposal by Amsterdam’s 
top police official to consider 
allowing female Muslim agents 
to wear headscarfs, Dutch 
media reported yesterday. 

At least six major political 
parties are against plans from 
Commissioner Pieter-Jaap 
Aalbersberg to introduce Islamic 
headscarfs to women’s uniforms 
as part of a recruitment drive to 
diversify law enforcement in the 
Dutch capital.

Aalbersberg on Thursday 
said he wanted to boost 
multiculturalism among 
Amsterdam’s police, saying he 
wanted at least half of all new 
recruits in the tourist hotspot 

to come from a non-Dutch 
background. His proposal 
also included allowing police 

officers to wear religious 
symbols such as crosses, 
Jewish yarmulkes or Islamic 

headscarfs.
“Amsterdam’s population is 

changing in terms of its make-
up. It has to be debated,” he 
told the daily tabloid Algemeen 
Dagblad in an interview.

Aalbersberg said 52 percent 
of Amsterdam’s residents were 
from a non-Dutch background, 
but that was not reflected in the 
composition of the city’s police 
force, in which only 18 percent 
of officers have more diverse 
roots.

Major political parties 
however including the Liberal 
VVD party -- which won 
the most seats during March 
elections -- the progressive D66 
and left-wing Socialist Party 
are against the idea, the daily 
tabloid De Telegraaf said.

Roadside bomb kills 11 
members of Afghan family
Kabul,

Eleven members of an 
Afghan family, mostly 

women and children, were 
killed yesterday when their 
vehicle hit a roadside bomb 
while they were travelling for 
an engagement ceremony in 
the country’s volatile east.

The attack occurred in the 
Mohammad Agha district of 
Laghman province but no 
militant group has so far 
claimed responsibility.

“The bomb struck 
their Toyota sedan when 
they were going for an 
engagement ceremony,” 
said Logar Governor 
Mohammad Halim  
Fidai.

“The victims included five 
women and five children.”

Provincial authorities 
blamed the Taliban, who 
launched their annual 
“spring offensive” last 
month, for the killings.

Convoy hit by coalition in Syria 
likely ‘Iranian-directed’: Mattis
Washington

A pro-regime convoy that 
was struck by US-led 

warplanes inside Syria this 
week likely was directed by 
Iran, Pentagon chief Jim 
Mattis said yesterday. 

The strike on the convoy 
heading toward a coalition 
garrison near the Jordanian 
border was “necessitated by 
offensive movement with 
offensive capability of what 
we believe were Iranian-
directed forces,” Mattis said, 
adding he was not sure if 
there were Iranians on the 
ground.

Thursday’s strike 
occurred inside an 
established “deconfliction 
zone” northwest of the 
At-Tanf garrison, where 
British and US commandos 

have been training and 
advising local forces 
fighting the Islamic State  
group. 

Such zones are agreed 
upon between Russia 
and the coalition, and are 
designed to stop either side 
inadvertently striking the 
other’s forces on the ground 
and in the air. 

The Pentagon says 
coalition attempts to stop 
the convoy from proceeding 
had included a call to the 
Russians -- who work with 
the Syrian regime -- then a 
“show of force” in the skies 
above the vehicles, followed 
by warning shots.

It appeared the convoy 
had moved into the area 
against the advice of the 
Russians, Mattis said.

Tehran

Polling was extended 
in Iran yesterday as 

voters flocked to deliver 
their verdict on President 
Hassan Rouhani and his 
troubled efforts to rebuild 
ties with the world and 
kickstart the struggling  
economy.

Rouhani, a 68-year-
old moderate cleric who 
spearheaded a 2015 nuclear 
deal with world powers, 
has framed the vote as a 
choice between greater civil 

liberties and “extremism”.
But he faces stiff 

competition from hardline 
cleric Ebrahim Raisi, 56, 
who has positioned himself 
as a defender of the poor 
and called for a much 
tougher line with the West.

With long queues still 
seen at polling stations, 
authorities extended the 
vote into the late evening, 
with reformist backers of 
the president urging voters 
to keep waiting or find 
quieter stations.

Representative picture

Syria’s main opposition High Negotiations Committee (HNC) leader 
Nasr al-Hariri (3rdL) speaks during a press conference

A woman residing in the US shows ink 
on her finger after casting her vote

Polling extended as Iranians 
deliver verdict on Rouhani
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Geneva

A cholera outbreak in war-
ravaged Yemen has killed 

242 people, and left nearly 
23,500 others sick in the past 
three weeks alone, the World 
Health Organisation said 
yesterday.

The UN health agency said 
that in the past day alone, 
20 cholera deaths and 3,460 
suspected cases had been 
registered in the country, 

where two-thirds of the 
population are on the brink 
of famine.

“The speed of the 
resurgence of this cholera 
epidemic is unprecedented,” 
WHO country representative 
for Yemen Nevio Zagaria told 
reporters in Geneva by phone 
from Yemen, warning that a 
quarter of a million people 
could become sick by the end 
of the year. Cholera is a highly 

contagious bacterial infection 
spread through contaminated 
food or water.

Zagaria pointed out that 
humanitarian workers cannot 
access some parts of the 
country, and that the number 
of suspected cholera cases 
could be far higher than those 
registered.

Zagaria pointed out that 
many of the remaining health 
workers in the country had 

not been paid for seven  
months.

At the same time, he said, 
lacking electricity meant water 
pumping stations were only 
functioning in an intermittent 
way, and the sewer systems 
were damaged.

“The population is using 
water sources that are 
contaminated,” he said.

Zagaria said the United 
Nations agencies were 

preparing to “release an 
emergency response cholera 
plan in the next 48 hours,” 
aimed at dramatically scaling 
up the number of treatment 
centres and rehydration 
centres.

At the same time, he 
said there was a dire need 
for funding to help Yemen 
authorities to make the 
necessary infrastructure 
repairs.

“The spread of the 
disease is too big and they 
need substantial support, 
in terms of repairing the 
sewer system, ... treating 
and chlorinating the water  
sources.” 

Without dramatic efforts 
to halt the spread of the 
disease, “the price that 
we will pay in terms of life 
will be extremely high,” he  
warned. (AFP)

Nearly 23,500
cholera cases, 
242 deaths in 
Yemen: WHO

Times Square driver charged with murder
New York

A US Navy veteran who 
ploughed a car into 

pedestrians in New York’s 
Times Square, killing a woman 
and injuring 22 other people, 
has been charged with murder 
and attempted murder, police 
said yesterday

Thursday’s incident sparked 
fear in the US financial capital 
after deadly car-rammings in 
London, Berlin and the French 
city of Nice, but authorities 
said there was no evidence the 
crash was terror-related.

Richard Rojas, 26, a former 
Navy electrician from the 
Bronx, was arrested at the scene 
and later charged with one 

count of murder in the death 
of an 18-year-old tourist and 
with 20 counts of attempted 
murder.  Police confirmed the 
identity of the young woman 
who was killed on the spot 

-- Alyssa Elsman, 18, a tourist 
from Portage, Michigan. 
Her 13-year-old sister, Ava, 
was among the injured, four 
of whom were in critical 
condition.

A wrecked car sits in the intersection of 45th and 
Broadway in Times Square

Chinese jets intercept US aircraft

Washington

Two Chinese fighter jets 
intercepted an American 

military plane over the East 
China Sea, the US Air Force 
said yesterday. The US aircraft, a 
WC-135 Constant Phoenix, was 
conducting a “routine mission” 

in international airspace on 
May 17 when it was intercepted 
by two Chinese Sukhoi SU-30 
fighter aircraft, the Air Force said 
in a statement.

The WC-135 is a so-called 
“sniffer plane” designed to scan 
the atmosphere for signs of 

nuclear activity.
“The WC-135 was operating 

in accordance with international 
law.  While we are still 
investigating the incident, initial 
reports from the US aircrew 
characterized the intercept as 
unprofessional,” the Air Force 
said. 

The United States was 
addressing the issue with China 
through “appropriate diplomatic 
and military channels.”

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying 
told a regular press briefing 
in Beijing that she had no 
information about the incident.

Mid-air interceptions occur 
routinely in international 
airspace, but the US military will 
often call out foreign pilots if it 
judges the maneuvers to be risky 
or unprofessional.

Yemenis look for items in piles of rubbish lining 
a road in Sanaa after sanitation workers went on 
strike over weeks of unpaid wages

Representative picture
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Washington

From Riyadh to Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, Rome, 

Brussels and Sicily, Donald 
Trump leaves a swirl of 
domestic woes behind to 
embark on a first foreign trip 
that will be closely watched in 
capitals the world over.

Trump’s extraordinarily 
dense first trip -- six stops 
in eight days, and countless 
face-to-face meetings from 
Saudi King Salman to Pope 
Francis via France’s new 
leader, Emmanuel Macron -- 
is fraught with perils for the 
president.

The avalanche of 
revelations in the run-up to 
his departure have eroded 
Trump’s standing at home 
-- where the parallels with 
Richard Nixon’s ill-fated 
presidency are now being 
openly drawn.

They also revived questions 
about his ability to strike a 
presidential tone with his 
foreign counterparts.

“Truth is, nobody knows 
how Donald Trump is going 
to act or what he’s going to 
say in meetings of this kind 
because he’s never done it 
before,” summed up Stephen 
Sestanovich of the Council on 
Foreign Relations.

White House staff cast the 
70-year-old’s “friendly but 
candid” style as an asset in his 
dealings with foreign leaders.

But as the Republican takes 
his first steps as head of state 
on the world stage, his every 
word, action and tweet will be 
under the microscope.

Known to dislike long trips, 
the president will be joined 
by his wife Melania, who has 
until now cut a highly discreet 
figure at his side. 

His daughter Ivanka and 
son-in-law Jared Kushner 
-- two of his closest advisors 
-- will also be on board Air 
Force One.

What message will Trump 
be taking to the world?

On foreign policy, the 
president has pulled back 
spectacularly from his 
most provocative campaign 
pledges, towards a stance in 

many respects similar to his 
predecessor Barack Obama.

But the real estate magnate 
will still need to explain to 
foreign partners how his 
favorite slogan -- “America 
First” -- can be compatible 
with multilateralism.

“President Trump 
understands that America 
First does not mean American 
alone -- to the contrary,” 
insisted his national security 
advisor, H.R. McMaster.

Speech on Islam
The White House touts a 
“historic” trip during which 
Trump -- in visits to Saudi 
Arabia, the Vatican and 
Jerusalem -- will reach out to 
leaders of the world’s major 
faiths.During his two days 
in Riyadh, he will likely seek 
to strike a contrast with the 
Democrat Obama, who was 
widely viewed with suspicion 
by the Gulf.

The combination of tough 
talk on Iran, a lower-key 
focus on human rights, and 
the likely announcement of 
new arms deals should in 
theory earn the US leader a 
warm welcome.

Trump’s delivery of a 
speech on Islam before dozens 
of Muslim leaders gathered 
in the Saudi capital could 
prove a far more delicate 
exercise, however, given 
the tensions sparked 
by his travel ban 
targeting several 
Muslim-majority 
nations -- 
now stuck 
in the US 
courts.

“ I ’ l l 
s p e a k 
w i t h 
M u s l i m 
leaders and 
challenge them 
to fight hatred and 
extremism, and embrace 
a peaceful future for their 
faith,” Trump promised 
ahead of the trip.

In Israel, Trump has hopes 
-- though it is still unclear how 
-- of reviving the moribund 
peace process, meeting 

both his “friend” Benjamin 
Netanyahu in Jerusalem, and 
Palestinian president Mahmud 
Abbas in Bethlehem.

But the Israeli leg of his trip 
is already awash in controversy 
-- from a row over his visit to 
Jerusalem’s Western Wall, the 
holiest prayer site for Jews, to 
Trump’s alleged disclosure of 
Israeli intelligence to Russian 
officials.

Trump’s meeting with 
Pope Francis -- two men at 
odds on everything from 
climate change to refugee 
policy -- remains highly 
unpredictable, although 
the pontiff says he will give 
America’s bullish leader an 
open-minded hearing.

Finally, the president’s 
trip will wrap up in 
Europe where his shifting 
pronouncements on Brexit, 
NATO and the future of 
the European Union have 
sown confusion among 
longstanding allies.

Trump will meet members 
of the North Atlantic 
alliance in Brussels, before 
heading on to a G7 summit 
in Taormina, a picturesque 
Sicilian town overlooking the 
Mediterranean.

“Does he invest in the 

relationship with the Atlantic 
partners in the same way 
that every president has 
done since Pearl Harbor?” 
wondered Charles Kupchan, 
former advisor to Obama. 

Khartoum

Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, who is wanted by the 
International Criminal Court, will not join an Islamic 

summit in Saudi Arabia with US President Donald Trump. 
“President Omar al-Bashir has apologised to King Salman 

of Saudi Arabia for being unable to attend the Riyadh 
summit,” a statement from his office said. It said he had been 
unable to accept the king’s invitation for “personal reasons.”

Bashir has evaded arrest since his indictment by the 
ICC for alleged genocide, war crimes and crimes against 
humanity related to the 14-year-old conflict in Darfur that 
has killed tens of thousands of people.

Sudan’s Bashir to skip summit

Mecca 

A top Saudi cleric yesterday described as “blessed” an 
Islamic summit in the capital Riyadh at the weekend.

In his Friday sermon, the imam of the holy city of Mecca, 
Sheikh Saleh bin Hamdi, praised the “blessed meeting that 
will bring together brothers and friends” on Sunday.

He urged participants “to show realism... and to stress the 
negative impact of interferences in regional affairs”, state 
news agency SPA reported him as saying.

The imam said interference in the Middle East has 
“exacerbated confessional, religious, nationalist and ethnic 
conflicts”, and called on summit participants to act to “stem 
armed chaos provoked by terrorists and their sponsors”.

Top cleric ‘blesses’ summit

Trump takes 
first steps on 
world stage

A giant billboard bearing portraits of US President Donald Trump and 
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman, is seen on a main road in Riyadh

Trump 
jets off

Donald Trump jetted off on his first foreign trip as US presi-
dent yesterday, departing from Joint Base Andrews in the 
Washington suburbs en route to Riyadh. 
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Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia’s economy grew at its fastest pace in two years 
during the first quarter, the central bank said, boosted 

by stronger domestic demand  
and a pick-up in exports. 
Southeast Asia’s third-biggest 
economy expanded 5.6 per 
cent on-year in January-March 
period, compared with 4.1pc  
in the same period last year and and 
4.5 percent in October-December.

New York

A Japanese billionaire bought a Basquiat masterpiece for $110.5 
million in New York Thursday, setting a new auction record 

for the 20th century great nearly 
30 years after his death, Sotheby’s 
said. The 1982 “Untitled” of a skull-
like head in oil-stick, acrylic and 
spray paint on a giant canvas was 
the star lot of the auction season 
this May, which wraps Friday with 
more than $1bn in sales.

Emmanuel Macron

Malaysia economy grows at fastest pace Auction record for Basquiat at $110.5m My desire in the framework of our 
military involvement in Africa is to 
do even more with Europe, more 
with Germany, 
but in a pragmatic 
manner,”

French President

Al Adil Trading Co LLC, UAE’s leading name for Indian food stuff expanded their 
presence in Bahrain by re-opening the outlet of Al Adil Supermarket. The outlet was 
inaugurated by Preity Zinta in the presence of   Dr. Dhananjay (Jay) Datar, who is 
popularly known as the Masala King

Al Adil is offering a 
special discount of 
up to 50 per cent on 
over 100 different 
food items as part of 
the reopening. The 
offer is valid from 
18th May to 30th 
May, 2017

Products on offer includes pulses, 
atta, masalas, spices, sugar, ghee, 
pickles, basmati rice, other rice 
varieties, biscuits, namkheen and 
much more, said Al Adil Trading 
in its statement announcing the 
re-opening

“We are extremely happy to note that a record 
crowd of thousands peoples turned up for the re-
opening of our outlet which is situated in the heart 
of Bahrain at Yateem Centre Mall, Manama. The 
outlet will meet the growing needs of people for 
high quality Indian food stuff,” 

Dr. Dhananjay Datar, 
Chairman

“I have read so much about Mr.Datar and I have heard 
from my many friends about the difference Al Adil has 
made in their lives.  It is my privilege to become an 
integral part of Al Adil and I believe that Al Adil will 
enhance their presence with mores stores in the near 
future,” 

Preity Zinta

Bollywood actress Preity Zinta inaugurates Al Adil Supermarket in Bahrain

New York

American oil production 
is approaching record 

levels again, led by shale 
projects,  potentially foiling 
efforts by OPEC to support 
prices.

Oil prices were boosted this 
week after Saudi Arabia and 
Russia signaled they intend 
to extend an agreement to 
limit output.   That raised 
expectations the Organisation 
of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries will sign off on 
prolonging the existing 
production agreement  at its 
May 25 meeting. 

Petroleum exporters’ 
efforts to push prices higher 
have helped American 
producers as well, especially 
shale producers who can 
react quickly to market 
developments. Oil prices 

currently trade between 
$45 and $55 a barrel, 
up from $26 a barrel in  
February 2016.

“With respect to shale oil, 
the investment decisions and 
cycles are shorter because it 
only takes a month to drill 
and bring a well online,” 
said Ben Shattuck of Wood 
Mackenzie.

US production has risen 
850,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) from its 2016 lows to 
9.3 million bpd now, not far 
from the all-time record set 
in 2015. US producers have 
streamlined spending and 
been more selective in the 
wells they drill. 

The cost to drill for shale 
has fallen by more than one-
third in the last two years, 
analysts said. New wells 
have an average break-even 

price between $43 and $45 a 
barrel in the current market, 
said Reed Olmstead of IHS 
Markit.

New techniques to boost 
the flow of oil means a well 
in a region like he Permian 
Basin in Texas and New 
Mexico “has roughly twice 
the productivity as the 
same well in late 2014,” he  
said.

Analysts estimate that 
every dollar that oil prices rise 
between $45 and $55 a barrel 
results in an additional 1.2 
billion barrels that become 
economic to produce.

But too much shale 
output will threaten to drive 
down oil prices back down 
again, and at a certain point 
more drilling means higher 
production costs as more 
operators hire rigs.(AFP)

US oil 
output 
back near 
records

London

American software giant 
Microsoft held back from 

distributing a free security 
update that could have 
protected computers from the 
WannaCry global cyber attack, 
the Financial Times reported 
Thursday.

In mid-march, Microsoft 
distributed a security update 
after it detected the security 

flaw in its XP operating system 
that enabled the so-called 
WannaCry ransomware to 
infiltrate and freeze computers 

last week. But the software 
giant only sent the free security 
update -- or patch -- to users of 
the most recent version of the 
Windows 10 operating system, 
the report said.

“The high price highlights 
the quandary the world’s 
biggest software company faces 
as it tries to force customers 
to move to newer and more 
secure software,” it said.

Microsoft could have 
slowed WannaCry?
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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.4885 0.3832 0.3359

KUWAIT 0.2855 32.0417 0.2902 0.2544

OMAN 0.3849 0.3787 0.3912 0.3430

QATAR 3.6420 3.5834 3.7016 3.2451

UAE 3.6730 3.6139 3.7331 3.2727

SAUDI 3.7500 3.6896 3.8114 3.3414

AUSTRALIA 0.2874 0.2850
BANGLADESH 0.00493 0.00468
CANADA 0.2824 0.2793
DENMARK 0.0596 
EGYPT 0.0241 0.0219
EURO 0.4261 0.4240
HONGKONG 0.04983 0.04943
INDIA  0.00585 0.00590
INDONESIA 0.00003016 0.00002891
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010959 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000294 
JAPAN 0.003570 0.003500
JORDAN 0.5346 0.5350
KOREA 0.0003852 
KUWAIT 1.2580 1.242
MALAYSIA 0.089300 0.0893
NEW ZEALAND 0.2654 0.2655
NORWAY 0.0470 
NEPAL 0.00391 0.00367
OMAN 0.97962 0.98262
PAKISTAN 0.00372 0.00360
PHILIPPINES 0.00779 0.00758
QATAR 0.10381 0.10376
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10061 0.26810
SINGAPORE 0.2756 0.2736
SOUTH AFRICA 0.02990 0.02980
SRI LANKA 0.00273 0.00247
SWEDISH 0.0462 
SWITZERLAND 0.3907 0.3903
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0123
TAIWAN 0.012700 
THAILAND 0.011140 0.011140
TURKEY 0.1111 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.4991 0.4962
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102810 0.102810
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37800 0.37805
YUAN 0.058500 0.0585

London

European stock markets 
rebounded yesterday, 

making good some of the 
heavy losses sustained earlier 
this week in the wake of the 
long-running controversy 
surrounding US President 
Donald Trump’s contacts 
with Russia. 

Around 1335 GMT, 
London’s benchmark FTSE 
100 index was up 0.4 per cent 
compared with Thursday’s 
close. In the eurozone, 
Frankfurt’s DAX 30 won 
0.2pc and the Paris CAC 40 
gained 0.6pc.

The dollar fell against its 
main rivals, while oil prices 
climbed above $50 per barrel 
ahead of next week’s OPEC 
meeting that markets expect 
to result in the cartel at least 
sticking by a recent deal to 
cut crude output. 

Oil traders were following 
closely the presidential 
election in Iran, one of 
the world’s biggest crude 
producers and a key 
member of the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC).

“Equity indices are holding 
their rebound gains, albeit 
treading water since the 
European  open, as investors 

weigh up recent market 
moves. Whilst not electing to 
take on more risk before the 
weekend, nor are they taking 
any more off the table,” said 
Mike van Dulken, analyst at 
Accendo Markets. 

Oanda anlayst, Craig 
Erlam, agreed. “It’s been one 
of the quieter days of the 
week so far in terms of major 
news flow or economic data 
and yet,” he said. 

“Wednesday’s sell-off in 
equity markets got many 
people worried about 
whether the political circus 
in the US was finally starting 
to take its toll on investor 
appetite at the near-record 
levels. What we’ve seen since 
though would clearly suggest 
otherwise,” he said. 

“With no fresh news 
regarding the Trump-Russia 
scandal the European indices 
could catch their breath this 
Friday, clawing back some 
of their recent losses,” said 
Connor Campbell, analyst at 
Spreadex trading group.

After US and European 
indices had reached record 
peaks at the start of the week, 
global markets proceeded to 
slump on claims that Trump 
pressed his former FBI chief 
James Comey to drop a probe 

into ex-national security 
advisor Michael Flynn’s links 
to Moscow.

White House crisis
It has meanwhile been 
reported that Trump divulged 
classified information to 
Russia’s foreign minister, 
fanning further allegations 
about his own ties to the 
country’s leaders.

US dealers -- who on 
Wednesday saw Wall Street 

suffer its heaviest losses since 
Trump’s November election 
-- were cheered Thursday 
by better-than-forecast 
jobs claims figures and 
manufacturing data, helping 
the three main indexes to 
post small gains.

Analysts said Trump’s 
troubles were unlikely to throw 
the Federal Reserve off its 
course of raising interest rates 
next month and the unit would 
continue to face headwinds.

Stocks 
recover 
at end of 
volatile 
week

New York - Dow: UP 0.2pc at 20,705.06 points

London - FTSE 100: UP 0.4pc at 7,462.34

Frankfurt - DAX 30: UP 0.2pc at 12,618.54

Paris - CAC 40: UP 0.6 percent at 5,320.49

EURO STOXX 50: UP 0.5 percent at 3,580.53

Tokyo - Nikkei 225: UP 0.2pc at 19,590.76 (close)

Hong Kong - Hang Seng: UP 0.2pc at 25,174.87 (close)

Shanghai - Composite: FLAT at 3,090.63 (close)

Euro/dollar: UP at $1.1193 from $1.1161 

Dollar/yen: DOWN at 111.38 yen from 111.44 

Pound/dollar: UP at $1.3020 from $1.3009 

Oil - Brent North Sea: UP 89 cents at $53.40 per barrel

Oil - West Texas Intermediate: UP 96 cents at $50.31 

Key figures

S&P raises Indonesian credit rating
Jakarta

Standard & Poor’s raised 
Indonesia’s sovereign credit 

rating to investment grade 
yesterday, in line with the other 
two major rating agencies, in 
a move likely to attract more 
investment into Southeast 
Asia’s top economy.

The agency lifted the 
country’s long-term sovereign 
credit rating to “BBB-”,an 
investment grade, up from 
“BB+”, junk status, saying the 

move reflected recent efforts 
to stabilise the country’s public 
finances.

“We believe the government’s 
increased focus on realistic 
budgeting has reduced the 
likelihood that a shortfall in 
future revenue would widen 
the general government deficit 
significantly,” said S&P in a 
statement.

Stocks surged 2.59 percent 
after the announcement.

The other two agencies, 

Fitch and Moody’s Investors 
Services, raised the G20 
economy’s credit rating to 
investment grade about five 
years ago.

The move is a boost for 
President Joko Widodo, who 
has been seeking to attract 
more foreign investment and 
strengthen the economy, which 
has been slowing in recent 
years as demand falls for the 
country’s key commodities 
exports. Joko Widodo

Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange
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Paris

Weight-loss balloons swallowed rather 
than surgically inserted in the 

stomach were shown to be safe and effective 
in preliminary trials, according to findings 
unveiled Thursday at a medical conference.

So-called intragastric balloons have been 
used for decades to help obese patients shed 
unwanted kilos.  Inflated with water, the 

devices curb hunger and make it easier to diet by inducing 
a feeling of fullness.

Up to now, however, they could only be implanted in 
the stomach surgically, a costly procedure requiring general 

anaesthesia or sedation.
In a small trial led by Roberta Ienca, a researcher 

in experimental medicine at Sapienza University 
in Rome, 42 obese patients -- 29 men and 13 
women -- were fitted with balloons that were 
swallowed before being inflated with liquid.

“A catheter is attached to the balloon, which is 
folded into a capsule,” Ienca explained.

A doctor fills the balloon via the tiny tube, 
which is then removed via the mouth with a tug. 
“This process takes just a few seconds,” she added.

The body-mass index (BMI) of the volunteers 
varied between 30 and 45. The threshold for 
obesity is a BMI -- one’s weight in kilos divided by 

one’s height (in centimetres) squared -- of 30.
The balloons remained in the stomach for 16 

weeks, during which time patients were put on a low-
carbohydrate, low-calorie diet.

At the end of that time, an internal release valve 
automatically opens and drains the balloon, which is 
then excreted. On average, volunteers shed more than 
15 kilos (33 pounds), which amounted to 31 per cent 
of excess weight.No serious side effects were reported.

Seeking FDA approval
After the trial, patients were transitioned to a 
Mediterranean diet, heavy on vegetables and olive oil, 
and light on protein and starch.

The new technique “appears to be a safe and effective 
weight-loss method,” Ienca commented in a statement.

Because the swallowable balloon “does not 
require endoscopy, surgery or anaesthesia, this 

may make it suitable for a larger population 
of obese patients not responding to diet or 
lifestyle treatment.”

It could also lead to significant cost 
savings, she added.

“In itself, gastric balloons are not a long-
term solution for weight loss,” Simon 

Cork, a researcher in investigative 
medicine at Imperial College London 

who was not involved in the study, 
commented after reviewing the 
results.

“Nevertheless, gastric balloons 
are still useful for some patients, 
and the introduction of a device 
which doesn’t require surgery 
to implant is a positive step 
forward.”

Developed by US-based 
Allurion Technologies, the 
system is already marketed in 
Europe in France, Italy, Spain, 

Belgium and Greece. It is also 
available in Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait.

The company intends to begin 
the FDA approval process in the 
United States soon, Ienca said.

The findings were presented at 
the European Congress on Obesity 
in Porto, Portugal, which runs 
through May 20. (AFP)

Paris

Scientists on Wednesday 
unveiled two methods for 

coaxing stem cells into blood 
cells, a long-sought goal that 
could lead to new treatments 
for blood disease, including 
leukaemia.

In separate experiments 
reported in Nature -- one with 
mice, the other transplanting 
human stem cells into mouse 
bone marrow -- researchers 
demonstrated techniques with 
the potential to produce all 
types of blood cells.

“This step opens up an 
opportunity to take cells from 
patients with genetic blood 
disorders, use gene editing to 
correct their genetic defect, 
and make functional blood 
cells,” said Ryohichi Sugimura, 
a doctor at Boston Children’s 
Hospital and lead author of 
one of the studies.

If proven safe, the proof-
of-concept methods could 
also lead to a “limitless supply 
of blood” by using cells from 
universal donors, he added.

Human embryonic stem 
cells -- generic cells which, as 
the embryo develops, gradually 
differentiate -- were first 
isolated in 1998. 

A decade later, scientists 
figured out how to generate 
another type of all-purpose cell 
from human skin, known as 
induced pluripotent stem cells, 
or iPS. These were successfully 
used to make neurons and 
heart cells. But the goal of 
creating blood-forming stem 
cells in the lab remained out-of-
reach. Sugimura and colleagues 
devised a three-step process to 
achieve that breakthrough.

They began by inducing 
both embryonic stems cells 
and iPS to morph into a form 
of embryonic tissue that -- in a 
natural process -- gives rise to 
blood stem cells. This had been 
done before.

In the second crucial step, 
they experimented with dozens 
of proteins known to control 
gene expression.

Protein cocktail
They found that five of these 
so-called transcription factors, 
working together, yielded 
the elusive blood stem cells 
-- the starter kit for white 

and red blood cells, platelets, 
macrophages and all the other 
cell types of which blood is 
composed.

Finally, they transplanted 
these human blood stem cells 
into the bone marrow of live 
mice. 

Within a few weeks, several 
kinds of human blood cells had 
formed, and were circulating in 
the rodents.

“We are now able to model 
human blood function in 
so-called ‘humanised mice’,” 
said George Daley, head 
of a research lab at Boston 
Children’s Hospital and 
the main architect of the 
experiment.

“We’re tantalisingly close to 
generating bona fide human 
blood cells in a dish,” he added 
in a statement.

In the second study, a team 
led by Shahin Rafii at Weill 
Cornell Medicine in New 
York City used adult mouse 
cells as their starting material, 
and then guided them through 
several steps -- including 
exposure to some of the same 
gene-activating proteins -- to 
create mature blood stem cells 
in a petri dish.

Taken together, the two 
experiments “represent 
a milestone” in stem cell 
development, said Carolina 
Guibentif and Berthold 
Gottgens, researchers at the 
Cambridge Stem Cell Institute 
in England who did not 
participate in the work.

“The ability to manufacture 
HSCs” -- haematopoietic, or 
blood, stem cells -- “in the 
laboratory holds enormous 
promise for cell therapy, 
drug screening and studies of 
leukaemia development,” they 
wrote in a commentary, also 
published by Nature.

A key concern, they noted, 
was the possible risk associated 
with using transcription factors 
that may themselves be linked 
to the early stages of leukaemia.

How these cocktails of 
catalysing proteins are inserted 
into developing tissue is of 
particular concern. 

But new techniques of 
ultra-precise gene-editing, 
they added, could soon render 
such potential problems  
obsolete. (AFP)

The balloon is swallowed like a pill, and has a long thin tube 
attached. Once in place in the stomach, the balloon is filled with 
water through the tube, which is then detached and pulled back up 
the throat
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa received Ronald Neumann, President 
of the American Academy of Diplomacy, board member of the Middle East Policy Council and for-
mer US ambassador to Bahrain. The Minister lauded the special efforts exerted by Ronald Neumann 
to boost relations between Bahrain and the US and his keenness on communicating and consulting 
steadily with Bahrain over several issues, wishing him further success

Assistant Undersecretary of Industrial Development Abdulkarim Alrashid received Malaysian del-
egation from Aladdin Group headed by Co-founder and President Dato Sri Desmond To.  During the 
meeting, a number of topics of mutual interest were discussed

Indian Scholar Dr Vandana Shiva highlighted environmental issues at the International Book Fair and Cultural Festival held at Bahrain 
Keraleeya Samajam(BKS) in association with DC Books on Thursday

The Cultural Office at 
the Embassy of the 
State of Kuwait in 
Bahrain held a grad-
uation ceremony 
for Kuwaiti students 
who are studying in 
different universities 
in the past two years. 
The ceremony was 
attended by Min-
ister of Education 
Dr. Majid Al Nuaimi, 
Kuwaiti Higher Edu-
cation Minister Dr. 
Mohammed Al Faris 
and Kuwaiti Ambas-
sador Shaikh Azzam 
bin Mubarak Al Sa-
bah

A delegation from the Bahrain Tourism and Exhibition Authority (BTEA) took part in the 
“IMEX 2017” Exhibition held in Germany from 16th to the 18th of May. The exhibition is 
considered to be the leading event for meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions 
(MICE) among the German-speaking countries

Bahrain Hockey participated in the FIH National Associations Development Management 
course held in Ipoh, Malaysia on the invitation of International Hockey Federation (FIH) 
and Asian Hockey Federation (AHF). The four-day course was attended by Bahrain Hockey 
Secretary General Jude D’Souza who was presented with an official certification by Tayyab 
Ikram, CEO Asian Hockey Federation/ International Olympic Committee executive member 
and FIH Academy and Education Manager Andre Oliveira
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Supreme Council for Youth & Sport 
Chairman, Bahrain Olympic Com-
mittee President & Royal Charity 
Organisation (RCO) Chairman HH  
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
yesterday paid a visit to the Gulf 
Sports Exhibition, which is being 
held at the Bahrain International 
Exhibition and Convention Centre 
in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports Affairs and HANO 
Consultancy. Shaikh Nasser was 
briefed on the modern equipment 
and devices presented by the com-
panies. Shaikh Nasser received the 
Book “The King of Youth and Sports”, 
which includes an illustrated jour-
ney in the history of the founder of 
Bahrain’s modern sport. Minister of 
Sports Al Jowder were also present

Minister of Labour & Social Development Jameel Humaidan received Northern Municipal Council Deputy Chairman Ahmed Moham-
med Al-Kooheji and Maqaba Charity Fund Honorary President Majeed Issa Al-Zeera. They discussed the role of civil society institutions 
in strengthening community partnership in cooperation with the public and private sectors. Maqaba Charity Fund board chairman Ali 
Hassan Al-Zaki and other board members were also present

Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) hosted the graduation ceremony of the 118th 
specialised session for new recruits at the Royal Defence Force Training 
Centre, in the presence of the Assistant Chief of Staff for Human Resources, 
Major-General Ali bin Rashid Al Khalifa yesterday. The Assistant Chief of Staff 
presented the graduates with certificates and awarded top achievers

Cricketers from India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and West Indies yesterday competed in Cricket Festival held at the National Stadium in Isa Town. The event was organised by Youth and Sports Affairs 
Ministry and the Bahrain Cricket Academy (BCA) under the patronage of  Supreme  Council for Youth & Sport Chairman, Bahrain Olympic  Committee President & Royal Charity  Organisation (RCO)  Chair-
man HH Shaikh Nasser bin  Hamad  Al  Khalifa. The tournament was won by the Pakistani team who was honoured at the end of the event

Bahrain Hockey participated in the FIH National Associations Development Management 
course held in Ipoh, Malaysia on the invitation of International Hockey Federation (FIH) 
and Asian Hockey Federation (AHF). The four-day course was attended by Bahrain Hockey 
Secretary General Jude D’Souza who was presented with an official certification by Tayyab 
Ikram, CEO Asian Hockey Federation/ International Olympic Committee executive member 
and FIH Academy and Education Manager Andre Oliveira



Kim Kardashian West @KimKardashian  

I love getting outfit suggestions from @

KimKHollywood Do you guys have any suggestions 
of outfits for the game?

New York

Indian actress Priyanka Chopra, who currently 
awaits the release of “Baywatch”, says it was lovely 

to work with Hollywood star Pamela Anderson in 
her maiden Hollywood film.

Anderson on Thursday night took to Twitter 
to thank Priyanka, who has lent her voice for the 
world’s first robotic educational elephant.

“So happy Ringling won’t have elephants in US. 
Hope India will do same. India. This video. Thank you 
Priyanka Chopra!” Anderson tweeted.

Priyanka replied: “I hope so too Pamela Anderson. So 
lovely to have worked with you on ‘Baywatch’. Hope to see you soon.”(IANS)

14

Actor Benedict Cumberbatch’s production company SunnyMarch 
and Hera Pictures have acquired the feature film rights to the 

novel ‘The End We Start From’. Megan Hunter’s much anticipated 
debut novel will now be made into a film under the ‘Sherlock’ actor’s 

banner.
The book, published by Picador, follows a new mother and her 

newborn, who are turned into refugees following an environmental crisis 
in the UK. The two are forced to flee after their home, London is submerged 
in flood waters, the family must search for safety in a country thrown into 
chaos. (TOI)

Saturday, May 20, 2017

Los Angeles

Actress Zoe Saldana cant work out regularly so, she plays with her three 
sons -- Cy, Bowie and Zen -- to stay fit.

Saldana says she is extremely busy balancing her personal and 
professional lives that she doesn’t have time to do traditional 

exercising and instead uses the time she bonds with her 
children to stay fit, reports people.com.

“I can’t work out regularly so, I compensate by eating 
a lot healthier than I might otherwise,” Saldana told 

Shape magazine.
“Once you have relatively healthy eating 
habits, your workout can become playing 

with your kids, strolling around the 
neighbourhood, playing airplane, or 

just changing diapers,” she added. 
(IANS)

 

                         

      

Johnny Depp is an American actor, producer, and musician. 
He has won the Golden Globe Award and Screen Actors Guild 
Award for Best Actor. He rose to prominence on the 1980s 
television series 21 Jump Street, becoming a teen idol. Depp 
has taken on the task of challenging himself to portray “larger-
than-life” roles, starting with a supporting role in Oliver 
Stone’s Vietnam War film Platoon, then playing the title 
character in the romantic dark fantasy Edward Scissorhands.
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Tom Hanks said his film ‘The 
Circle’ shows how sometimes 

good ideas can translate into 
a scary reality. Hanks plays the 
role of a visionary, Bailey, in the 
James Ponsoldt-directed internet 
thriller. Emma Watson also stars 
in the movie.

“Bailey is one of the three 
founding fathers of ‘The Circle’. He 

is the visionary, the idea man, not the 
fictional guy and not the tech guy. He is the 

guy who dreams big,” Hanks said in a statement.
The actor said his film is an exploration of how the internet can 

become this unmanageable giant. (TOI)

Los Angeles

Singer Demi Lovato says she is proud of singer Miley Cyrus 
for embracing sobriety.

Lovato, who earlier celebrated five-year anniversary of her 
own sobriety following drug and alcohol issues, is pleased 
Cyrus has also decided to give up using drugs.

“I am really proud of Miley. I think that it helps 
people to know that there are people in the spotlight that have 
challenges, that are faced with very stressful lives,” Lovato told 
hollywoodreporter.com. “I think it helps to know that recovery is 
possible and it’s something that is so important to certain people 
like myself,” she added.

Further putting light on the issue, Lovato said: “I wouldn’t 
be alive without my sobriety, and the people that are sober 
today in this industry, I commend them a lot. (IANS)
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Total silence is rare in “Under the Shadow.” There 
is the wind, sometimes a whisper, sometimes 

a roar. Radio stations blare shouted speeches and 
chanting crowds. Calls to prayer echo. Air-raid 
sirens scream. Loudspeakers in the hallways of the 
college campus blare anthemic music. Even benign 
sounds—a toaster, a phone ringing, the music in a 
Jane Fonda workout video—occur at a jarring decibel 
level. When the background noise drops out, the 
silence is deafening. Something terrible is happening. 
The chaos in the outside world infiltrates the interior. 
“Under the Shadow,” a Farsi-language debut feature 
written and directed by Babak Anvari, creates a world 
where reality itself is suspect. In a year filled with great 
first features, add “Under the Shadow” to the list.

Taking place in 1988 Tehran, during the “war of the 
cities” phase of the nearly decade long Iran-Iraq war, 
“Under the Shadow” is the story of Shideh (Narges 
Rashidi) and Dorsa (Avin Manshadi), a mother and 
daughter holed up in their apartment, withstanding 
the missile bombardment. As the attacks increase 
in frequency, the city empties of people. Shideh and 
Dorsa remain, at first because Shideh is stubborn, 
and feeling bullied by her absent husband’s demands 
(over static-crackling phone calls from one of the war 
fronts where he is stationed) that she go stay with his 
parents. Shideh refuses, taping X’s on the windows, 
hustling Dorsa into the basement during air raids, 
pulling out her illegal VCR to do Jane Fonda workouts 
(after closing the curtains). There are signs early on 
that all is not entirely well. Shideh has a history of 
sleepwalking. Dorsa has night terrors. When Shideh 
is expelled from her medical school for political 
activity during the Revolution, her husband Iraj 
(Bobby Naderi) is sympathetic but also says, “Maybe 
it’s for the best.” There is simmering resentment in 
the marriage, exacerbated by the instituting of laws 
requiring chadors worn in the street and a hemming-
in of women’s mobility. Those laws have infiltrated 
personal relationships, highlighting fissures in the 
home that may have already been there. (rogerebert)

Rachel Platten is an American singer and songwriter. 
She released three independent albums between 
2003 and 2014, before signing with Columbia 
Records in early 2015.

May 20, 1981

French artist and photographer JR, French director Agnes Varda, French singer/composer Matthieu Chedid 
a.k.a M and French director Mathieu Demy pose as they arrive yesterday for the screening of the film ‘Faces, 
Places’ (Visages, Villages) at the 70th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France (AFP)



EID ISHAL
 Date: June 27
Venue: Asian School

 Brand Box in associa-
tion with MODERN EXCHANGE 
Company is ready for their  upcoming 
event “Eid Ishal 2017 “on 27th June 
2017 at The Asian School Auditorium 
with 2500 Indian crowd. This event is 
mainly targeted for South Indians who 
are residing in bahrain celebrating EID. 
The star of the event would be  Saleem 
Kodathoor and his troupe. He is 
famous for his Mapilla Malabar songs. 
He has a huge fan following in Bahrain. 
The event will start at 7pm until 12 
midnight. Tickets are priced at BD 3. 
Tickets are available at Noba supermar-
ket and BrandBox office Adliya.
The Ticket launch was held at the 
Modern Exchange branch in Umm Al 
Hasan with MODERN EXCHANGE 
and BrandBox team. 

ISB MEGA FAIR & FOOD 
FESTIVAL 2017
Date: October 12&13
Venue: The Indian School Bahrain 

 The Indian School Bahrain 
(ISB) is gearing up for Mega Fair and 
Food Festival which will be held on 
October 12 and 13 in the Isa Town cam-
pus. The ISB  Fair is organized to gener-
ate funds to sponsor needy students 
and for staff welfare. ISB Chairman 
Prince S Natarajan  thanked the com-
munity and media for the overwhelm-
ing support to the previous fair, which 
was one of the best in terms of revenue 
generation and receivables. Last year 
around 800 students received benefit in 
the form of fee concession, he said. The 
School Fair is a carnival that witnesses 
a display of colours which include a 
variety of cultural programmes, orches-
tra and musical bonanza. It also con-
tains a food festival which is a tasty hit 
among the crowd that comes in the 
campus during the carnival. Almost 
100 stalls from leading business houses 
showcase their products and services 
this year. ISB  Secretary Dr. Shemily 
P John said that the Fair is a way to 
reach out to the needy children whose 
educational future otherwise will be 
hampered because of non-availability 
of funds. Being a community school 
it is the responsibility of the school to 
support such needy children. Proceeds 
of the Fair will also go towards staff 
welfare and creation of a staff contin-
gency reserve. The school has one of 
the lowest fee structures and it caters 
to the educational needs of all sections 
of the society. Majority of the students 
belong to the economically lower and 
middle class families.   ISB Fair General 
Convenor   Mohammed Hussain 
Malim requested the support of the 
media and the community to make 
this venture successful. The entire pro-
gramme will be announced in due 
course of time. It is a great opportunity 
to every business and service provider 
to reach out to a large section of the 
Bahrain population during the carnival 
days.

THE BIG LITTLE ART
 EXHIBITION

Date: Today
Venue: Juffair Mall

 The Butterfly Effect is organ-
izing an art exhibition – “The Big Little 
Art exhibition” on Saturday 20th May 
2017 at the Juffair Mall from 10 am to 
8 pm. The exhibition is the brain child 
of artist Ms. Sana Asad. The exhibi-
tion will show case the art work of 

children between the age group 3 years 
to 13 years who are part of the Wild 
About Art community founded by Ms. 
Sana. Renowned artists of Bahrain – 
Ms. Yusra Ali, Ms. Leena Ali Ayob, 
Mr. Ali Fardan and mosaic artist Ms. 
Ilse Viljeon have been invited to con-
duct free workshops during the exhibi-
tion. For further details please contact 
33365906.

BKS BOOK FAIR
Date: Till May 27
Venue: BKS
 
DC International Book Fair and 
Cultural Fest organized by Bahrain 
Keraleeya Samajam and DC Books was 
inaugurated by the Former UN Under 
Secretary General, Member of Indian 
Parliament and former Minister of 
State for External Affairs, Government 
of India, Dr. Shashi Tharoor at Segaya 
BKS DJ Hall.
The Book fair and cultural fest has 
evolved into a cherished attraction 
for many lovers and publishers from 
around the world. The fair not only 
provides a great platform for publishes 
exhibiting their literary works, but gives 
an opportunity to students of Bahrain 
to showcase their skills in literally 
through different competitions.
 
The BKS - DC Book Festival includes 
daily seminars, interactive sessions and 
literature workshops with renowned 
writers.  Competitions such as the 
Pen a story, Colouring and Painting, 
Poem writing ,Book cover Design will 

be conducted for the school children 
in Bahrain. The competitions shall be 
held for various age groups based on 
the criteria.
 
Famous Malayalam publishers includ-
ing Current Books, Manorama, 
Mathrubhumi, Sankeerthanam, 
Olive and English publishers includ-
ing Penguin, HarperCollins, Oxford 
University Press and Random House 
among others will display their books 
at the Fair. DC Books will exhibit books 
from various genres including story, 
poems, novel, children’s literature and 
self-help among others. The Bahrain 
International Book Fair has titles for 
bibliophiles to choose from a variety 
of categories like fiction, non-fiction, 
novels, short stories, poems, self-help, 
management and cookery etc.  A spe-
cial section has been arranged for the 
book loving children of Bahrain whom 
would be privileged to a wide range of 
books in classics, folklores, adventures 
and comics.
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HOW TO 
REACH US 
“Out & About’, a 

ready reckoner  for the 
events taking place 

on the island,  is published 
from Friday to Tuesday. To be 

included, please
send the matter to the 

following email ID
: news@dt.bh

HIGHLIGHT

BRHF 2017: THE FIRST RESTAURANT AND HOSPITALITY FORUM IN BAHRAIN
Date: May 21,22
Venue: Bahrain International Exhibition Center

 Culinaire & Beyond is proud to be hosting the first ever Restaurant and Hospitality Forum in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, under the patronage of Shaikh Khaled Bin Humood Al Khalifa the CEO of Bahrain Tourism & Exhibitions 
Authority. Held at the Bahrain International Exhibition Center Culinaire & Beyond is grateful that Tamkeen and The 
Bahrain Tourism and Exhibitions Authority chose to become it’s strategic partner to support and encourage an effort tar-
geted at catalyzing growth and awareness of key issues in the Restaurant & Hospitality sectors.
Culinaire & Beyond is the Authorized Licensee of The Next Idea [International] LLC, a global hospitality and restaurant 
consulting a group based and registered in the USA, and are thankful that their US based partners Robert Ancill, CEO 
The Next Idea, Thelma Weaver, Senior Consultant The Next Idea and Phillip Gay, CEO Triple Enterprise supported this 
landmark Forum and will play an active part in the two day Forum in terms of sharing their experiences and key trends 
developing in both sectors. Culinaire & Beyond is also thankful to the Gold, Silver, Media and event partners for believing 
in the purpose of this Forum and making it a huge success.
CEO Culinaire & Beyond Leena Al Mannai, believes that this Forum should be a yearly occurrence and hopes that next 
years’ forum will be even bigger than the first. Leena extended her thanks and gratitude to all the supporters of the vision of 
BRHF 2017 by saying ‘’ I am truly humbled by the support and feedback I have received about the vision of BRHF 2017 and 
am delighted to see how many people this two day forum has engaged. It gives me great pleasure to have sowed the seeds 
of a platform that will address key issues pertaining to the Restaurant & Hospitality industries, both of which are poised to 
grow in Bahrain & within the Middle-eastern region. Our key partners from the government, corporate & private sectors 
have proven that collaboration is the way to go forward and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their 
relentless support and appreciation.’’
The intention of BRHF 2017 is to highlight the importance of expanding the current vision, industry reach and knowledge 
in the Restaurant and Hospitality sectors of Bahrain. Culinaire & Beyond CEO Leena Ahmed Al Mannai believes that this 
forum will act as the catalyst for launching new business and scaling up small to medium sized businesses within these sec-
tors both locally and globally. She has dedicated special attention towards understand the investors point of view by includ-
ing an esteemed speaker from Investrade, and feels that it is important to groom, train and link budding entrepreneurs who 
wish to make a positive impact with their unique ideas. 

BKS PHOTOGRAPHY 
EXHIBITION
Date: May 25,26,27
Venue: BKS
 
Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam (BKS) 
Photography club in association 
with “Intercol Canon” is organ-
izing a Photography Exhibition 
on the 25th, 26th  &  27th  May 
2017. The exhibition will showcase 
the photographs of club members 
captured in Bahrain and also from 
different parts of the world. More 
than 150 photographs taken by 80 
photographers will be displayed 
during this event in the ‘New Hall’ 
at BKS.
 
The exhibition will be inaugurated 
on 25 May 2017 at 07.00 p.m. 
at Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam, 
Segaya. Along with the exhibi-
tion there will be presentations 
& experience sharing sessions by 
renowned photographers.
 
This intention of the exhibition is 
to showcase the photography skills 
and talents of the group members 
and would be featured under dif-
ferent categories viz. landscapes, 
wild-life, birds, people, culture, 
arts, sports, nocturnal, architerce.. 
from Bahrain and also other coun-
tries.
 
Timings:     
7.00 pm to 10.30 pm on 25th
9.00 am to 10.30 pm on 26th & 
27th
 
BKS photography club would like 
to invite all photo lovers to enjoy 
this unique  exhibition
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Mohamed Ahmadi Co. W.L.L

“Miles covered with a smile...”

“Best Fare at your Door Step”                    

MAC 
TRAVEL & TOURISM

General & Contract Cleaning Services
Manned Security Services
Travel & Tourism
Civil works-Block, Plastering & Tile Fixing
Trading of Garbage Bags/Hand Towels & Cleaning Detergents

Air ticket to all global airlines
Fabulous tour package around the globe
Hotels and service apartment
Tailor made packages
Travel Insurance

HOTLINE 
8000 1088

Tel: 17268 111 | Fax: 17268 222 | Mob: 39462097
Manama | Kingdom of Bahrain | info@macbh.com | www.macbh.com

an ISO Certified Company

DINE OUT

LEISURE

SERVICE

USED CARS

Business solutions
· WLL/SPC Registration
· Accounting/ Auditing  Services
·Adding/ Removing Partner 
Activity
· LMRA/CPR/Gossi Services
· CR Additional Visa
· Applications
· Sponsorship with or without 
offices
· Business sale/ purchase
· 33600501, 33602501,
dc@fahdan.com, 
www.fahdan.com

OFFICE FOR RENT :
Big shops with mezzanine 
and offices in Salmabad for 
rent. New building. 
Contact 39459473, 36966964

FLATS AVAILABLE
2 Br & 3 Br flats in Hidd, Rent 
starting 250 BD
2 Br flats in Gudaibiya, Rent 
starting 270 BD
Fully furnished flats 2 Br & 3 
Br Flats. Rent starting 450 BD
2 Br & 3 Br & 4 Br flats in 
Riffa, Rent starting 200 BD
2 Br flats in Juffair & Amwaj. 
Rent starting 550 BD
Contact: 33602505, 33602501, 
33600501

WAREHOUSE FOR RENT:
2500 Sq. Meter in Alba, Hidd, 
Sitra, Riffa, Salmabad, Tubili. 
Rent Starting from BD 2.5/sqm
Contact: 33602505, 33602501, 
33600501

LAND FOR RENT
800 Sq. Meters. Suitable 
for Workshop. Storage 
accommodation. Rent from 
800 fils /m sq.
Contact: 33602505, 33602501, 
33600501

STAFF ACCOMMODATION 
AVAILABLE
Staff Accommodation 
Available in Alba, Hidd, 
Sitra, Riffa. Furnished 
accommodation available.

FULLY FURNISHED VILLA
5 Br villas in Barbara 750 BD
5 Br villas in Tubli :600 BD
4 Br villas in Tubli: 750 BD
4 Br villas in Riffa: 550 BD
Contact: 33602505, 33602501, 
33600501

SHOPS FOR RENT/ SALE
Shops and Showroom 
available. Manama, Muharraq, 
Hoora, Riffa, Hidd, Tubli, 
for rent & sale. 33602505, 
33602501, 33600501
 

OFFICES AVAILABLE
from BD 150, Commercial 
villas available- 33602505, 
33602501, 33600501

Flat for rent:
Big Bed room with hall/ 
kitchen. New building in 
Khamis Tashan with lift. 
Contact 39459473, 36966964

ALWARDI CLEANING
Cleaning contracts &amp; 
General cleaning services.
Sofa curtain shampooing.
Curtain steam cleaning.
Marble grinding and mirror 
polishing. Supplying cleaning 
staffs. Call 33717930

CAR FOR SALE
LEXUS CAR for sale
Lexus Model 2010, full 
option white color is for 
urgent sale. 1, 00,000 
KMs, Price BD 5500 
Contact 38382100

CERTIFICATE  ATTESTATION & UNIVERSITY 
VERIFICATION from India, Bahrain, UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Oman, UK, USA, Australia. Contact UROGULF : 34211 
944, 3733 4647, 38 271 275, urogulfbahrain@gmail. com, 
attestation@urogulf.com
www.urogulf.com, www.muble.com

BARGAIN, FOR QUICK SALE. 
Owner leaving Bahrain . 3 bedroom fully, furnished apartment 
( Busaiteen) with all new electrical appliances (mainly 
USA make) on 8th floor. 2 Bathrooms, 1 en suite, Balcony, 
Swimming pool , gym and common Majlis.  Next to King 
Hamad University Hospital and RCSI. Good Rental Return. 
Price 72500, Negotiable. Please ring 33332982 

RENT A CARPROPERTY

ECOCITY PEST & 
TERMITE CONTROL

www.ecocitypestcontrol.com

23 years of experience
 in Saudi, Bahrain.

Treatment of Cockroaches,
 Bed bugs,Termites, 

Rats, Mice, & Weed control. 
NPMA member.

,

For Special Offers and Rates
Contact

classifieds@dt.bh

17579892 ,17579870 38444685 ,38444681

EXPERT PEST 
CONTROL

we use genuine products.
Satisfaction guaranteed 
call Joseph on
33119985 
36200054

Tuition for +1, +2
CHEMISTRY /CBSE
PhD qualified faculty
from reputed
university.
Contact no. 39019935,
39048887.
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CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

What a day! Whether at work or at home, 
you may find yourself choosing between two 
options, both of which stem from anxiety! 
You may decide to vanquish your doubts by 
burying yourself in your work. If so, you can 
expect to expend a great deal of energy. Or 
you may react with indifference, and the 
apathy will cost you just as much.
It’s often said that your energy feeds on 
strong emotions. Situations that require 
some daring are an excellent source of such 
excitement. This is the key to understanding 
the day ahead, Taurus. True, you can expect 
some hair-raising encounters, but how better 
to show off your skills as either an employee 
or passionate partner?
You will have to rely on your analytical skills 
and steely self-control to navigate the stormy 
seas you find yourself in today. And there’s 
no way to escape the stress. The worst pitfall 
facing you in your career or studies would be 
to doubt in your abilities. This is an opportunity 
to put your confidence to the test. Just make 
sure you pass it.

The astral configuration indicates that you 
may be interested in pursuing some kind 
of training. Assess where you are in your 
professional life. Are you up to persuading 
people with your expertise? Don’t think that 
you have to know more in order to be a good 
teacher. In fact, it’s often by teaching that the 
teacher learns the subject.
Do you have some drawings in a drawer? Since 
last month, or possibly before, you’ve been 
thinking about your creative ability. You have 
a habit of turning your back on your skills, 
whether in drawing, photography, or writing, 
but they’re in you nonetheless. People will 
expect more of you!

One last, concerted effort and you will be able 
to get to the root of a problem that has been on 
your mind for a while now. The answer to the 
question concerning your identity isn’t entirely 
to be found in your family history. You’re 
part of a generation as well as a family. Both 
influence your responses.

You’ve been doing a lot of cleaning up and 
clearing out. Since this project has been going 
on for several years now, you must be doing 
a particularly thorough job. Finally, it seems 
as if you’re getting things straight with your 
karma. Today will be a big day. You may be 
able to leave part of your childhood behind.

Sometimes you have to go back to square one 
if you want a situation to get better. This can 
be frustrating or even humiliating, but if the 
goal is to have a solid foundation on which 
to rebuild, it’s well worth it! Don’t get too 
attached to your professional past. You have 
to advance and you’re too weighed down 
now. Let go!

Your light, breezy spirit may have some trouble 
harmonizing with today’s prevailing mood. 
Usually when you’re cornered, you’re able to 
find a way to squirm to safety. Today you may 
run out of clever manoeuvres. Even though you 
face the day’s challenges alone and unaided, 
you survive them the same way. Good for you!

A moment will come when you can no longer 
fight against the current transformation you’re 
going through in your professional life. The 
system that you live in will soon put you at a 
kind of impasse, but this won’t necessarily be 
unpleasant. However, you will be obliged to 
change paths whether you like it or not. You 
will probably want to!

You won’t allow yourself to get sidetracked by 
minor things today. You will get straight to the 
heart of the matter. There’s some likelihood 
that you haven’t considered your working 
conditions and instead you’re concentrating 
on the goal you’ve set for yourself. When you 
set a goal, you’re a force to be reckoned with!

About two weeks ago, it may have occurred 
to you that you should be making more of an 
effort to advance your career. If so, it will be 
easier for you to accept today’s constraints, as 
there is some probability that you will need to 
perform at your highest level. Be careful not to 
lose yourself in the attempt!

1- Russian ruler;; 5- Mil. truant;; 9- Vice ___;; 14- Summoned;; 15- 
Relocate;; 16- Troy story;; 17- High speed motorboat;; 19- Wanderer;; 
20- Hoi ___;; 21- Theater box;; 23- Gown renters: Abbr.;; 24- ___ 
Pieces;; 26- NASA failure;; 28- Actor Leary;; 30- Super Bowl III MVP;; 34- 
Trick ending?;; 37- Art of writing in shorthand;; 39- Coral formation;; 
41- Acquire;; 42- Hollow grass;; 43- Producing honey;; 48- Perceive;; 
49- Llama relative;; 50- Dogma;; 52- Richard of “Chicago”;; 54- Rarely 
encountered;; 57- Penpoint;; 60- Bric- a-___;; 62- Island greetings;; 
64- Like Humpty Dumpty;; 66- Take place;; 68- ___ is human;; 69- Jazz 
flutist Herbie;; 70- “Not guilty,” e.g.;; 71- Like some vbs.;; 72- Auction 
site;; 73- Automobile pioneer;;

1- Recipe amt.;; 2- Flavor;; 3- Designer Simpson;; 4- Staggered;; 5- 
Encompassing;; 6- Court;; 7- Egg-shaped;; 8- Divulge;; 9- Impure ace-
tic acid;; 10- “Evil Woman” grp.;; 11- Lens holders;; 12- German river;; 
13- Increases;; 18- Prescribed amounts;; 22- Chime;; 25- Prolonged 
attack;; 27- Bridge expert Sharif;; 29- Hagar the Horrible’s dog;; 31- 
Mimics;; 32- Biblical pronoun;; 33- Jekyll’s alter ego;; 34- Humorist 
Bombeck;; 35- Winder for holding flexible material;; 36- Quick sharp 
bark;; 38- Siouan speakers;; 40- National symbol;; 44- Floating mass;; 
45- Actor Jamie;; 46- Mysterious;; 47- Closes;; 51- Excessively;; 53- 
Words on a Wonderland cake;; 55- Penetrating cold;; 56- Dog-___ 
(like some used books);; 57- Denier’s words;; 58- Songwriter Novello;; 
59- Boxer Max;; 61- Pinchy crustacean;; 63- Mariners can sail on seven 
of these;; 65- Quattro minus uno;; 67- Santa ___ winds;;

BEETLE BAILEY R
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Bangladeshi police raided a 
party and arrested 27 young 
men in a rare crackdown on 
homosexuality in the conserva-
tive Muslim-majority country, 
where gay sex is a crime.
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Colombo

Sri Lanka said yesterday 
it will demolish an 

estimated 10,000 illegally 
built homes and offices 
in Colombo, a day after a 
seven-storey wedding hall 
collapsed, killing one and 
wounding 23.

Urban Development 
Minister Champika 
Ranawaka said the casualties 

could have been much higher 
if the hall had been hosting 
a wedding at the time of 
its collapse, and that the 
owners would face criminal  
charges.

“This wedding hall is a 
clear example of the dangers 
posed by unauthorised 
construction in Colombo,” 
the minister told reporters in 
Colombo.

Tokyo

Japan said yesterday it 
scrambled fighter jets after 

a Chinese vessel sailing in 
disputed waters launched 
a drone, the latest bout of 
tension in a longstanding 
territorial row.

The two countries are at 
odds over a group of small 
uninhabited islands in the 
East China Sea administered 
as the Senkakus by Japan but 
claimed as the Diaoyus by 
China.

Yoshihide Suga, Japan’s 
top government spokesman, 
told a regular briefing that the 
incident took place Thursday 
and that Japan lodged a 
“strong protest”, accusing 

China of “unilaterally 
escalating” tensions.

Japan dispatched four 
planes, including two F-15 
fighters and an airborne 
warning and control 
system (AWACS) plane 
to waters surrounding 
the islets, Japan’s defence  
ministry said.

Coast guard ships from the 
two nations routinely patrol 
the area, known for rich 
fishing grounds and possible 
energy reserves, to back up 
their claims.

The countries have 
also occasionally engaged 
in potentially dangerous 
encounters in the air and at 
sea over the dispute but have 
avoided actual conflict.

We’re willing to work 
with South Korea to 
preserve the hard-
won results, properly 
handle disputes, put 
China-South Korea 
relations back onto a 
normal track,”

Rising seas set to double 
flooding by 2050

Indian villagers kill six 
over kidnapping rumour

Dead student’s remains 
found on sunken ferry

Angry villagers beat to death 
six men in eastern India after 
rumours spread that they 
were operating a child kid-
napping ring, police said yes-
terday.

A set of human remains 
retrieved from the salvaged 
Sewol ferry wreck has been 
identified as one of four stu-
dents who remained unac-
counted for. 

Japan scrambles jets 
after China flies drone

B’desh arrest 27 youths 
in gay crackdown

Rising sea levels driven by 
global warming are on track 
to dramatically boost the fre-
quency of coastal flooding 
worldwide by mid-century, 
especially in tropical regions. 

It is said that in the future we 
will be fighting each other 
with ones and zeros, not 
sticks and stones. Do you 
think the next World War will 
be fought on the internet?

Yes               No              Cant Say

Manila

Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte said 

yesterday China’s leaders 
told him they were prepared 
to go to war over competing 
claims in the South China 
Sea.

Duterte, who met with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and Premier Li Keqiang in 
Beijing this week, said he 
was making the threat public 
in response to domestic 
criticism he was being too 
weak with China over the 
dispute.

“I really said it to their face. 
That is ours and we intend 
to drill oil there,” Duterte 
said, revealing his previously 
unreported plans to explore 
for natural resources in 
disputed areas.

“And they told me: ‘Well, 
we’re friends. We do not want 
to quarrel with you. We want 
to maintain the present warm 
relationship. But if you force 
the issue we’ll go to war.’” 

The competing claims to the 
sea, which is believed to sit 
atop vast oil and gas deposits, 
have for decades made it one 
of Asia’s potential military 
flashpoints.

China claims most of the 
sea, a key waterway for global 
shipping, and has reclaimed 
disputed reefs and installed 
military facilities on them.

Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam 
and Taiwan also have 
overlapping claims.

An international 
tribunal ruled in July 
last year that China’s 
claims to most of the 
sea were without legal 
basis, in a case filed by 
the Philippines 
u n d e r 
D u t e r t e ’ s 
predecessor, 

Benigno Aquino.
But China vowed to ignore 

the ruling and warned the 
Philippines against trying to 
use the verdict as leverage.

Duterte, who began his 
six-year term in June last 
year, agreed to take a soft 
stance with China, claiming 
that if he did it might lead 
to war.

Duterte has also sought 
closer ties with China to 

win billions of dollars of 
Chinese investments 
and loans, while 
loosening the 
Philippines’ long-
standing alliance with 

the United States.

Sri Lanka to demolish 
10,000 buildings China threatened 

‘war’ 
over
sea row:
Duterte

Ban on smoking
Manila

Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte has 

signed an executive order 
that will impose a wide-
ranging ban on smoking 
in public, reinforcing 
some of the toughest 
anti-tobacco measures in  
Asia.

Smoking cigarettes will 
be banned in many public 
places, while selling tobacco 
within 100 metres (330 feet) 
of schools and other areas 
where children gather could 
attract jail terms, according 
to the order published late 

Thursday.
Other measures included 

a ban on singing karaoke at 
night and a 2:00 am curfew 
on drinking alcohol in public, 
although these have yet to be 
implemented.

The order had been 
reported in some media as a 
blanket ban on smoking in 
public places. 

However the order did not 
make that clear and health 
department spokesman Eric 
Tayag said the exact areas 
to be banned would be 
announced later, with the 
order set to become law in 

60 days.
Nevertheless, the order 

did state that smoking would 
be banned in all “enclosed” 
public places, which are 
defined as having a roof and 
at least one wall. 

People who smoke in 
banned areas will face a fine 
of 500 pesos ($10) for a first 
offence, rising to a maximum 
of 10,000 pesos ($200) for a 
third strike, according to the 
order.

People who sell tobacco 
products in banned places 
could be jailed for up to three 
years, the order said. © GRAPHIC NEWS

Japanese Emperor abdication bill approved
Japan’s government has approved a bill to allow Emperor Akihito

to hand over the Chrysanthemum Throne to Crown Prince Naruhito
in what would be the country's first abdication in 200 years

Source: Japanese Imperial Household
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Imperial Standard
Place in line

of succession

Crown Prince
Naruhito

b1960

Princess
Mako**
b1991

Princess
Kako
b1994

Prince
Hisahito

b2006

Princess
Aiko

b2001
*Left Imperial Family in 2005 on marriage to commoner
**Expected to leave family next year on marriage to commoner

Empress
Michiko
b1934

Emperor
Akihito
b1933

Princess
Masako
b1963

Prince
Akishino

b1965

Princess
Kiko

b1966

Current emperor:
Akihito acceded
to throne in 1989.
He is 125th emperor
in imperial line
believed to be
unbroken for
2,600 years

Princess
Sayako*
b1969

Princess
Hanako
b1940

Prince
Masahito

b1935-

Empress
Nagako

1903-2000

Emperor
Hirohito

1901-1989

Xi Jinping, 
Chinese President

Philippines’ President Rodrigo Duterte delivering a 
speech during the 33rd National Convention of the 
Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary (PCGA) in Davao 
City

Representative picture
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Manning’s post-jail look

Antarctica is greening

70 prisoners flee in Congo jail break

Japanese man held for wildlife 
smuggling in Indonesia 

Washington

One day 
a f t e r 

being released 
from a top-
security US 
m i l i t a r y 
p r i s o n , 
transgender 
former soldier 
C h e l s e a 
Manning -- 
who served 
seven years 
for one of the 
largest dumps 
of classified 
documents in 
US history-- 
unveiled her 
new look 
Thursday.

Manning, a 
former army 
inte l l igence 
a n a l y s t , 
posted a 
picture of 
herself on social media with short blonde hair, lipstick and 
mascara, wearing a V-neck navy blue top with white trim.

The photo replaced an old Twitter profile picture that 
had shown Manning in her previous incarnation as Bradley 
Manning, a male soldier in military uniform and beret.

On her release from Fort Leavenworth’s all-male prison 
on Wednesday, Manning had vowed to put her previous life 
behind her and said she was “excited” about the future.

Miami

Plant life is growing on Antarctica like never before in 
modern times, fueled by global warming which is melting 

ice and transforming the landscape from white to green, 
researchers said Thursday.

Scientists studying moss in an area spanning 400 miles 
(640 kilometers) have found a sharp increase in growth 
over the past 50 years, said the report in the journal Current 
Biology.

Plant life exists on only about 0.3 percent of Antarctica.

Kinshasa

Dozens of prisoners escaped from a jail in Democratic 
Republic of Congo early Friday, less than 48 hours after 

rebels attacked Kinshasa’s main prison, freeing their leader 
and 50 others.

“Among the 74 prisoners housed in the dilapidated prison 
in Kasangulu, 68 escaped,” local lawmaker Jean-Claude 
Vuemba said, saying the breakout occurred at around 1:00 
am.  

The town lies about 40 kilometres (25 miles) southwest of 
the capital Kinshasa in the Kongo Central province. 

Jakarta

A Japanese man has been arrested in Indonesia for 
allegedly trying to smuggle hundreds of reptiles out 

of the archipelago, including snakes, lizards and turtles, 
authorities and environmentalists said yesterday. 

Katsuhide Naito, believed to be a major player in the 
wildlife-smuggling trade, was detained at Jakarta’s main 
airport as he was about to board a flight to Tokyo with over 
250 animals hidden in his bags. 

Prachuap Khiri Khan

For the first time in a decade 
a Thai lake has given up 

its dazzling secret -- the pink 
blooms of tens of thousands 
of lotuses.

The sea of colour in Khao 
Sam Roi Yot national park, 
three hours south of Bangkok, 
is a show-stopping feat of 
nature that has locals hoping 
for a tourist bonanza.

But it has also sparked 
warnings over the fragility of 

the environment with park 
rangers pleading with people 
not to visit until the lake is 
healthy enough to deal with 
an influx of tourists.

The flowers, considered 
sacred in Thai culture, are 
good news for locals who have 
been ferrying camera-toting 
visitors through the lotuses 
which lie in knots on the 
lake’s vast waters.

But “currently they should 
not come,” said head ranger 

Rungroj Aswakultarin.
“ T h e national park 

is in the process of 
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After 10-years, Thai 
lotuses bloom again

‘vending machine’
Singapore
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Instagram account screen capture shows 
a portrait of transgender former soldier 
Chelsea Manning

a tourist takes a photograph of lotus flowers while on a canoe on a lake in 
the Khao Sam Roi Yot national park in southern Thailand
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Gaviria 
claims 
fourth 

Giro win
Tortona

Colombia’s Fernando Gaviria 
underlined his status as the 

100th Giro d’Italia’s top sprinter 
after powering to an impressive 
fourth victory at the end of stage 13 
yesterday.

Gaviria, of the Quick Step team, 
looked out of contention during a 
hectic dash for the finish but produced 
a ferocious late burst to stun Ireland’s 
Sam Bennett (Bora) at the end of a 
mainly flat 167km ride from Reggio 
Emilia to Tortona.

Dutchman Tom Dumoulin, of 
Sunweb, finished close behind in the 
race leader’s pink jersey to maintain 
his 2min 23sec lead over race favourite 
and 2014 champion Nairo Quintana 
(Movistar).

But before the race for the ‘maglia 
rosa’ moves back into the mountains 
on Saturday’s 14th stage to the 
summit finish at Oropa, Gaviria 
enjoyed another day of glory on his 
race debut.

The Giro sprint field may be 
missing the likes of German Marcel 
Kittel, Briton Mark Cavendish and 
Slovakian Peter Sagan, but Gaviria, 
a former two-time world champion 
in track cycling’s omnium event, has 
been beaten only twice in five sprint 
finishes so far.

He lost out to German giant 
Andre Greipel on stage two 

and finished 

runner-up to Australian Caleb Ewan 
after a photo finish decision on stage 
seven.

Dimension Data team sprinter 
Cavendish is not competing as he 
continues his recovery from a bout 
of mononucleosis.

But even before the stage started, 
the Manxman said on Twitter: “Well 
thank heavens Fernando Gaviria 
isn’t down to ride the Tour de France 
this year! Would make all our jobs 
VERY hard.”

On his maiden three-week race, 
Gaviria has already surpassed his 
mountain-climbing compatriots for 
the most number of stage wins on 
the Giro.

The 22-year-old from Medellin 
said he is still smarting after losing 
out on Olympic omnium gold in 
Rio last year where he finished off a 
podium featuring Italy’s gold winner 
Elia Viviani, Cavendish and Lasse 
Hansen of Denmark.

“I would need to win three 
monuments to help me make up for 
the Olympics,” Gaviria said, referring 
to cycling’s five ‘monument’ one-day 
classics.

“And a world championship title.”
But, with one eye already on 

winning the Italian classic Milan-
SanRemo, he added: “I want to 

become a classics rider.”
Gaviria tightened his grip 

on the sprinters’ ‘ciclamen’ 
jersey, which he intends 
to secure if he manages to 

get over the mountains in 
a climb-heavy third week to 
finish in Milan on May 28.

Dumoulin, meanwhile, avoided 
mishaps as he looks ahead to 
Saturday’s stage and beyond.

“Today was once again a great job 
from the team,” said the Dutchman, 
who took command of the race with 
an impressive 10th stage time trial win 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Results from the 13th stage 
of the Giro d’Italia, held over 
167km between Reggio Emilia 
and Tortona:
Stage
1. Fernando Gaviria (COL/QST) 3hr 47min 45sec, 
2. Sam Bennett (IRL/BOR) same time, 
3. Jasper Stuyven (BEL/TRE) s.t., 
4. Roberto Ferrari (ITA/UAE) s.t., 
5. Ryan Gibbons (RSA/DDD) s.t., 
6. Rudiger Selig (GER/BOR) s.t.,
7. Sacha Modolo (ITA/UAE) s.t., 
8. Caleb Ewan (AUS/ORI) s.t., 
9 Andre Greipel (GER/LOT) s.t., 
10. Viacheslav Kuznetsov (RUS/KAT) s.t.

General classification
1. Tom Dumoulin (NED/SUN) 56hr 28min 53sec, 
2. Nairo Quintana (COL/MOV) at 2min 23, 
3. Bauke Mollema (NED/TRE) 2:38, 
4. Thibaut Pinot (FRA/FDJ) 2:40, 
5. Vincenzo Nibali (ITA/BAH) 2:47, 
6. Andrey Amador (CRC/MOV) 3:05, 
7. Bob Jungels (LUX/QST) 3:56, 
8. Domenico Pozzovivo (ITA/ALM) 3:59, 
9. Tanel Kangert (EST/AST) 3:59, 
10. Ilnur Zakarin (RUS/KAT) 4:17

Selected: 
12. Steven Kruijswijk (NED/LNL) 6:07, 
48. Mikel Landa (ESP/SKY) 43:55

BTA 
Junior Tennis: 
Mukherjee wins

Manama 

Rohan Mukherjee defeated 
Rushikesh Sonawane 4-2 in 

a repeat of last year’s final to win 
the  10 years and under category 
of the BTA Junior Tennis 
Tournament, organised by 
Bahrain Tennis Academy (BTA) 
at the Dilmun Club in Saar. 

The finalists emerged after the 
semi-finals, saw Rohan defeat 
Aadya Raju 12-4, while Rushikesh 
overcame Zayn Siddiqi 12-7.

In the play-off for the third-
place medal, Zayn was too strong 
for Aadya, claiming a 4-0 victory. 

Players took part in a round-
robin format competition in 
two groups, after which the top 
two players from each group 

progressed to the semi-finals 
and all participants received a 
certificate for their efforts.

BTA and Tournament 
Director, Dan Barrie commented, 
“The unique format of this event, 
using the 60-foot-court and 
the orange-dot ball, brought 
out the best in these talented 
youngsters, with our finalists 
showing a mastery of a court 
sized specifically for their age.”

Players wishing to compete 
in the next tournament should 
contact the Director at dan@
bahraintenni sacademy.com 
or join the Facebook group 
“Bahrain Junior Tennis Players” 
for information about upcoming 
events.

Manama 

Jan Frodeno is back in action 
this weekend at Ironman 

70.3 Barcelona, Spain and his 
first Ironman-branded race 

since Oceanside, California, US.
The South African is based 

in Girona, Spain half the year and 
considers Barcelona his home race. 
“I’m looking forward to some good 
fan vibes around the course.”

The dual Ironman world 
champion won on the Calella coast 
in 2015 on his way to his first title 

in Kona and considers this race a 
checkpoint in his training. 

“It marks the ‘let’s get serious’ 
point in my calendar, as after this 
it’s back to full-distance training,” 
says Frodeno, who is building into 
Ironman Austria as his validation 

race for entry into the Ironman 
World Championship. “It’s a really 
challenging course for me as there is 
a 10-kilometer climb in it. Not really 
my thing but luckily it’s followed by 
a very technical descent, which is 
exactly my thing!”

Seviour joins Golf club team
Manama 

The Royal Golf Club yesterday 
announced adding new 

Country Club Manager Adrian 
Hunt-Seviour to its team.

Having worked on and off in 
Bahrain for a number of years, 
Englishman Adrian brings to the 
role a wealth of knowledge of the 
leisure and fitness industry. His 
previous positions include having 
worked as a gym manager, a 
personal trainer, a health club and 
recreation manager and many other 
varied roles. 

He is a qualified instructor of the 
Bahrain Martial Arts Association, 

a taekwondo black belt instructor, 
qualified swimming teacher and 
boot camp instructor, a posture 
specialist as well as holding a 
diploma in nutrition.

Colombian Fernando Gaviria, of the 
Quick Step team, celebrates as he 
crosses the finish line to win ahead 
of Ireland’s Sam Bennett (Bora) (R)

Jan Frodeno

Adrian Hunt-Seviour

10 years and under finalists with Tournament Director. Above,  
Zayn, Rohan, Rushikesh, Aadya Raju and Barrie 
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the most number of stage wins on 
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But, with one eye already on 
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SanRemo, he added: “I want to 
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jersey, which he intends 
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get over the mountains in 
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from the team,” said the Dutchman, 
who took command of the race with 
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Adrian Hunt-Seviour

10 years and under finalists with Tournament Director. Above,  
Zayn, Rohan, Rushikesh, Aadya Raju and Barrie 



Saturday,  May 20, 201722 Day
7

Bahrain’s athletes celebrate on the 
podium of the Women’s 4 x 100 Relay

Manama 

Bahrain put up another sensational show 
yesterday as they made a major leap to 

lead Arab countries in the overall medal 
table at the fourth Islamic Solidarity Games, 
being held in Baku, in Azerbaijan.

The nationals continued to impress in the 
athletics events, winning three gold and two 
silver medals to take their jump into the top 
five of the medal table totaling 16 medals (9 
gold, 4 silver, 3 bronze).

Competing with some of the best athletes 
from around the Islamic world from Asia 
and Africa, the Bahrainis put in excellent 
performances in different competitions 
staged at the Olympic Stadium, much 
to the admiration of the cheering  
crowd.

Salwa Eid opened Bahrain’s account 
winning the women’s 400mgold in 51.33 
seconds after a fierce battle with compatriot 
Adekoya Oluwakemi (51.81), who settled 
for the silver, while Nigeria’s Yinka Ajayi 
(52.57) took the bronze.

The results made both Bahraini runners 
eligible to compete at the next World 
Athletics Championship’s 400m event.

Later on, Yaqoub Salem led a four-member 
team to capture the men’s 4x100m relay gold 
in 39.55 seconds. The other Bahrainis were 
Saeed Al Khaldi, Isah Musa and Andrew 
Fisher. Turkey (39.56) were close second 
for silver and Ivory Coast (39.82) third for 
bronze.

The women’s team followed suit as the 
quartet of Hajer Al Amiri, Iman Isa, Salwa 
Eid and Edidiong Ofonime raced to victory 
in the 4x100m event in combined time of 
44.98 for gold, Nigeria (46.20) took silver 

and Cameron (46.79) bronze.
Noora Jassim added a silver medal to 

Bahrain’s tally after coming second in the 
discus throwing (50.12 metres), finishing 
behind Gambian gold medalist Jessica Da 
Silva (50.23) and ahead of bronze medal 
winner Amina Moudden (49.56).

Bahrain also had some misfortune 
yesterday as Tigist Gashaw (4:21.31) and 
Dalila Gosa (4:23.88) crashed out of the 
women’s 1,500m battle after coming in 
fourth and sixth places, respectively in the 
final race.

Morocco’s Rababe Arafi (4:18.92) took 
gold, followed by Turkey’s Meryem Akdag 
(4:19.91) for silver and Amina Bettiche 
(4:21.29) of Algeria for bronze.

Meanwhile, Benson Kiplagat and Sadik 
Mikhou both recorded fine timings to 
qualify for the men’s 1,500m final scheduled 
for 4.25pm (Bahrain) today.

The five-day Athletics events will come to 
a close today when the Bahraini athletes look 
to win more medals in the women’s 10,000m 
final (9.20am) through Rose Chelimo and 
Shitaye Eshete.

In the evening session, Sadik Mikhou 
and Benson Kiplagat will spearhead Bahrain 
in the men’s 1,500m final at 4.05pm, then 
Bahrain’s last runner Abraham Cheroben 
seeks an honourable finish in the men’s 
10,000m final.

Elsewhere, Bahrain’s Adam Batirov will 
begin his campaign in the wrestling 70kg 
qualifying round at 9.44am.

Should the Asian wrestling champion pass 
the preliminary stages, Batirov would play in 
the semi-finals at 10.39am, while the final is 
due to commence at 12.05pm.

Bahrain tops
Arab nations

Bahrain’s athletes celebrate on the podium of the Men’s 4 x 100 Relay of the Athletics events

Al Amiri races to victory to give Bahrain the women’s 4x100m relay gold medal

Women’s 400m gold medalist Salwa Eid, centre, and silver medalist Adekoya

Sedik Mikhou leads his heat to reach 
the men’s 1,500m final
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Thiem shocks Rafael Nadal
Rome

Rafael Nadal will set his 
sights on winning a 10th 

French Open title, after a day of 
“fishing or golf”, following his 
shock defeat to Dominic Thiem 
in the Rome Masters quarter-
finals yesterday. 

Nadal, a former seven-time 

champion in the Italian capital, 
had dominated the Austrian to 
win the Madrid Masters final 
last week.

But the Spanish fourth seed 
had no answer to the eighth 
seed’s aggressive approach and 
impressive range of shots on a 
shocked centre court as Thiem 

raced to a 6-4, 6-3 victory in 
1hr 51 minutes, ending Nadal’s 
17-match winning run.

Thiem will now meet the 
winner of the quarter-final 
clash between four-time winner 
Novak Djokovic, seeded second, 
and unseeded Argentinian Juan 
Martin del Potro.

Nadal, meanwhile, said 
he intends to have a free 
weekend before ramping up his 
preparations for Roland Garros 
from Monday.

“Tomorrow I’ll be in 
Mallorca fishing or playing golf, 
or another thing. I’m going to 
rest a little bit, I think I deserve 

it,” said Nadal.
“Then from Monday and 

Tuesday I will start to prepare 
for Roland Garros. It’s an 
important event for me.

“If you do things well, you 
have more chances in Roland 
Garros. I hope to play my best 
tennis in Roland Garros.”

Mumbai beat 
Kolkata to 
storm into 
IPL final
Bangalore

Indian leg-spinner Karn 
Sharma claimed four wickets 

to lead Mumbai Indians into 
the Indian Premier League final 
after humbling Kolkata Knight 
Riders by six wickets in the 
second qualifier yesterday. 

Sharma returned with 
figures of 4-16 to help bowl out 
Kolkata for 107, with Mumbai 
achieving the target in 14.3 
overs and setting up a title clash 
with Rising Pune Supergiant.

Mumbai lost three early 
wickets in their chase before 
skipper Rohit Sharma (26) and 
Krunal Pandya (45 not out) put 
on 54 runs to take the team to 
their fourth IPL final.

But it was Sharma’s wily 
wrist spinners that set up the 
win for Mumbai, who had 
lost the first qualifier to Pune 
after ending the league stage as 
table-toppers.

Sharma, who has played 
a Test and two one-day 
internationals for India, rattled 
the Kolkata top-order with 
early strikes to reduce the two-
time champions to 31-5 in 7 
overs.

Sharma, 29, hurt Kolkata 
in the seventh over of the 
innings with two wickets on 
consecutive deliveries to send 
skipper Gautam Gambhir (12) 
and Colin de Grandhomme (0) 
back to the pavilion.

Suryakumar Yadav (31) 
and Ishank Jaggi (28) put on 
56 runs for the sixth wicket 
but an inspired Mumbai pace 
attack did not let the advantage 
slip away at Bangalore’s M 
Chinnaswamy Stadium.

Fast bowlers Jasprit Bumrah 
(3-7) and Mitchell Johnson 
(2-28) shared five wickets 
between them as the duo 
combined to wipe off the 
Kolkata tail.

Kolkata, who had shut out 
defending champions Sunrisers 
Hyderabad in the eliminator, 
bowed out with nine wins and 
seven losses in 16 matches.

While Mumbai chase their 
third IPL title in season 10 of 
the cash-rich league, Pune  are 
eying their maiden win in 
Hyderabad on Sunday.

Rafael Nadal of Spain
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P22 Bahrain tops
Arab nations

Bahrain
Bakou

Bahrain’s sprinters 
enjoyed another 

stunning day as they won 
three more athletics gold 

medals yesterday at the fourth 
I s l a m i c Solidarity Games 

in Baku. 
S a l w a 

Eid Naser 
got Bahrain 

off to a 
great start 
in the 
e v e n i n g 
s e s s i o n 
at the 
O l y m p i c 
S t a d i u m 
as she beat 
team-mate 

Oluwakemi 
A d e k o y a 

t o the women’s 
400m title.

Naser, who turns 19 next 
week, showed great promise 
in making the semi-finals at 
the Rio Olympics, and she 
secured her first major title 
in a time of 51.33secs at the 
expense of pre-race favourite 
Adekoya.

Adekoya had hoped to 
make it a 400m double after she 
won gold in the hurdles final 

over this distance, but the Asian 
Games champion couldn’t catch 

her compatriot after a poor start.
The Bahraini gold dust spilled 

on to the 4x100m relays as their 
sprinters surged to victory in the 

men’s and women’s finals. 
Eid Naser was back on 

the track just moments 
after her 400m exploits, 

and she orchestrated a 
glittering performance 
alongside team-mates 
Iman Essa, Hajar Alkhaldi 

and 200m champion 
Edidiong Ofonime Odiong 

as Bahrain clocked 44.98secs. 
Yinka Ajayi produced a stirring finish 
for Nigeria as they snatched silver away 
from African rivals Cameroon in a time 
of 46.20secs. 

Bahrain then stunned Turkey in the 
men’s relay final to win their eighth 
athletics gold in Baku.

Saeed Alkhaldi, 200m silver medallist 
Salem Eid Yaqoob and Musa Isah put 
Bahrain in a great position and Andrew 
Fisher held off a rampaging Ramil 
Guliev as he crossed in 39.55secs, with 

Turkey pipped to the post by 0.01secs.
Turkey’s Guliev missed out 
on a sprint treble after 
winning 100m and 200m 
gold, while Cote d’Ivoire 
gained bronze in 39.82secs 

ahead of a strong Gambian team.
Iran sprinted to gold in the men’s 

4x100m disability relay (T11/T12/T13) 
after Azerbaijan wrecked their chances 
with a botched handover in the second 
change zone.

The Iranian quartet of Arash Khosravi, 
Amir Khosravani, Vahid Alinajimi and 
Hossein Saeidi won in 45.24secs ahead of 
Turkey in the three-team final.

Bronze was not awarded after the 
Azeris failed to finish. Creve Armando 
Machava won the men’s 400m hurdles 
to seal Mozambique’s first-ever Islamic 
Solidarity Games gold medal.

The 21-year-old edged to victory in 
50.73secs ahead of Senegal’s Amadou 
Ndiaye and compatriot Kurt Couto.

Friday was a day of firsts as Jessica 
Da Silva Inchude won Guinea-Bissau’s 
first-ever medal at these Games with 
a title-winning effort of 50.23m in the 
women’s discus.

Bahrain’s shot put bronze medallist 
Noora Salem Jasim fell 0.11m short 
and took silver, with Morocco’s Amina 
Moudden completing the podium.

Moroccan middle-distance star 
Rababe Arafi successfully defended her 
women’s 1500m title after pulling away 
from Turkey’s Meryem Akdag.

The 26-year-old, who finished ninth in 
the world championship final two years 
ago, cruised to gold in four minutes and 
18.82secs, over a second clear of Akdag.

Algeria’s Amina Bettiche threw herself 
forward to snatch bronze on the line from 
Bahrain’s Tigist Gashaw, who missed out 
on the podium by just 0.02secs.

Yahya Berrabah hurled himself to 
men’s long jump glory as he sealed 
Morocco’s second gold of the day and 
sixth in athletics with an effort of 8.07m.

That was well ahead of the rest, with 
Suriname’s Miguel Van Assen leaping 
7.63m for silver and another Moroccan, 
Mouhcine Khoua, just a centimetre 
further back in bronze.

Qatar’s Ahmed Bader Magour 
hammered the rest of the field as he 
threw 83.45m for men’s javelin gold.

Elsewhere, Syria won their first 
athletics medal in Baku after Majd Eddin 
Ghazal sneaked men’s high jump gold.

Silver medallist four years ago, Ghazal 
went one better after he posted 2.28m, 
which edged him past Qatar’s Mahamat 
Allamine Hamdi and Iran’s reigning 
champion Keyvan Ghanbar Zadeh. 

Azerbaijan clinched their ninth 
athletics gold as Elena Chebanu clocked 
24.69secs to win the women’s 200m T12 
disability final.

Chebanu won comfortably from 
Indonesia’s Endang Sitorus while 
Morocco’s Meryem En-Nourhi earned 
bronze. (AFP)

lands 
three
more 
golds

Bahrain’s Salwa Eid 
Naser competes dur-
ing the Women’s 
400m of the Athletics

Bahrain’s Hajar 
Alkhaldi competes 
during the Women’s 
4 x 100 Relay


